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Chamblee Is Creating
a Safer Walking
Environment For You!
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

With spring just around the corner, it is
a perfect time to get outside and explore
Chamblee! It’s also a perfect time to learn
about all the pedestrian improvements
Chamblee has been making to its
downtown area!

How to Use a
Pedestrian Scramble:
Pedestrian scrambles are very safe when used
properly. When used correctly, they can reduce
pedestrian causalities by 38%. Here are some
helpful tips and tricks for how to safely use a
pedestrian scramble:

1

When using a scramble crosswalk, look for the
pedestrian signal lights that are located at each
corner of the intersection. When these signals
are off, wait at the intersection. When these
signals turn on, this means you can safely cross
the intersection in any direction, this includes
diagonally!

2

Always be sure to check all sides of the street to
ensure that all traffic has completely stopped
before crossing through the crosswalk.

3

NEVER cross when the traffic lights are green, and
the pedestrian signals are off. This is extremely
dangerous and is NEVER recommended.

4

Cyclist are welcomed to use the scramble too! Just
be sure to dismount the bicycle and walk through
the crosswalk with your bike. Cyclists also must
yield the right of way to all pedestrians in the
intersection.

Pedestrian Scramble:
Chamblee Tucker and Peachtree Roads

The City of Chamblee
installed a pedestrian
scramble along Chamblee
Tucker and Peachtree
Roads to allow a safer
pedestrian experience
for those utilizing the
Chamblee MARTA Station. Great news, right?! But, what is a
pedestrian scramble anyway?

The Pedestrian Scramble Defined:

A pedestrian scramble is a special type of crosswalk used
mainly for high traffic intersections. These crosswalks work by
allowing pedestrians to cross from all sides of an intersection
at once, even diagonally. The signals give pedestrians
approximately 35 second to cross in all directions.

Benefits:

Pedestrian scrambles are much safer than traditional
crosswalks. This is because they prevent all vehicles from
passing through the crosswalks while the pedestrian signals
are active. This is much different than a traditional crosswalk
that allows partial pedestrian movement and partial vehicle
movement at the same time. Creating designated times give
both pedestrians and drivers a peace of mind as right vehicle
turns on red signals are not allowed at any time.
Pedestrian scrambles are great because they reduce the
number of times a pedestrian has to cross an intersection.
Scrambles allow a pedestrian to cross an intersection
diagonally, which will ultimately result in a pedestrian only
having to wait for one light instead of two. These special
crosswalks work especially well for high traffic intersections,
like Chamblee Tucker and Peachtree Roads, because it allows a
large group of pedestrians to cross the intersection at once.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Chamblee’s Public Safety
Building Opening Soon

The Chamblee Police Department is moving!
The City of Chamblee soon will open a new public safety
facility on Buford Highway at the site of the former Jim Hearn
Golf Center. This is the first major public investment in new
city infrastructure along this portion of Buford Highway since
the area was annexed into the city in 2014. It also is the first
major project to come out of the city’s Urban Redevelopment
Plan. The city purchased the property at 4445 Buford Highway
in November 2017 with the intention of investing in the Buford
Highway corridor and providing a community gathering
space. The public safety facility project serves as a catalyst
for other major urban redevelopment projects in Chamblee,
including the historic downtown, Dresden Park and other key
redevelopment sites throughout the city.
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The city partnered with Reeves Young to provide construction
management on the project, and Precision Planning was
selected to design the building and the adjacent park space.
The new building encompasses 50,000 square feet and
includes a brand new, publicly accessible community room.
The community room will be available to rent to local groups
for luncheons, meetings, trainings and other events.
The building also will include E-911/dispatch operations,
detention facilities, evidence storage, fitness space for
officers, office space for all command and administrative
staffs, customer service counters for records and criminal
history services and enhanced security and accessibility for
all police personnel.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
A dedicated municipal court space, including two court
rooms, a hearing room, a large lobby space, multiple
payment and check-in counters and offices for judges, clerks,
solicitors and other court staff will be in the new building.
Chamblee Municipal Court historically has operated from the
Civic Center, often sharing space with city council, parks and
recreation and the police department. The addition of a new
court space allows for more efficient flow of court operations
and enhanced safety for all court patrons and staff.

Once the new facility opens, the police department will
officially move out of downtown Chamblee into their new
offices. The site of the current police department will
become the location for a new city hall, which will house city
administrative services and City Council Chambers.

SPRING BOUNDS WITH PUBLIC ART IN CHAMBLEE
Have you ever looked at a building, wall or fence and
thought it could use a little pop of color? Well, Chamblee’s
Public Art Commission is on a mission to brighten up the
city in some unexpected places.

The new public safety building on Buford Highway will be
fully operational this spring and, while it is an incredibly
cool building, adding public art to the space will make it
more aesthetically pleasing. In February, the Public Art
Commission hosted a public input session with community
partners including the Center for Pan Asian Community
Services, We Love BuHi, the Latin American Association,
Los Vecinos, Chamblee Middle and High Schools, as
well as Chamblee’s Community Oriented Police Unit.
The purpose of the session was to better understand
how our diverse community views Chamblee, what they
would like the city’s future to look like and what they
would like the mural to convey. Selected artists will take
the conversation generated from the input session and
create a visual representation that will be painted on the
public safety building. The chosen mural wall will face the
community space for all to see, and our goal is for it to be a
conversation piece for years to come.

Another community input session will be hosted in
mid-March to view and discuss the final proposals.
The community will have an opportunity to share their
thoughts about the proposed designs and vote to help the
committee select the artist who will bring the community’s
vision to life on the public safety building mural. Watch the
city’s social media pages for more information on how to
be involved in the process!
The Public Art Commission also is partnering with MARTA
to enliven the fence along the Peachtree Road side of the
Chamblee station. Chamblee Middle and High School
students are currently working on using the fence as a
medium for art and will be adding various materials to
incorporate color and texture to an otherwise perfectly
normal fence. The installation is anticipated to remain
through the fall and will be a welcoming site for all those
hopping on and off MARTA. Who else is excited to see
what the students come up with?!?
If you’re interested in public art in Chamblee, please follow
our social media pages for updates and join the public
art discussions. The committee is always looking for ways
to bring art to our community and welcome ideas and
participation.

If you would like to contribute, or just have any questions, please drop us an email: info@chambleega.gov.
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PARKS

RAC Welcomes
New Members
In 2021, the Chamblee Recreation Advisory Committee, otherwise known as RAC, will
welcome two new members, joining the existing six members who already are serving.
Bethany Havas and Makini Slaughter will join Verle Van Hoozen, Alberta Lloyd, Jimmy Furst,
Maxine Fredericks, Lewis Newmark and Laurie Sedicino as members of the committee that
advises the Chamblee Parks and Recreation Department.
Bethany Havas has been a resident of Chamblee for three years.
In that time, she attended and graduated from Chamblee 101
and can regularly be seen walking her dogs on the Rail Trail and
in Keswick Park. Havas has been a volunteer for Flashpoint Arts
Initiative since 2013, where she served as Education Lead and
communicated event information with event-goers, directed
attendees and assisted new volunteers. Havas has a Bachelor’s
of Arts in History from Kennesaw State University and a Master’s
of Arts in Library and Information Science from Valdosta State
University. She is an outreach librarian for public health at
Georgia State University (GSU), where she provides research
and reference support to students and faculty in GSU's Public Health and Gerontology
programs. She also serves on library and university committees and hopes to become more
involved in Chamblee by serving on RAC.
Kini Slaughter has been a Chamblee resident for nearly
11 years. During this time, she has planted trees in Chamblee's
own Keswick Park as a contract employee and currently
volunteers as a fundraising committee member with the Elaine
Clark Center, where she individually raised more than $3,500
benefitting the lives of youth with special and developmental
disabilities. Since 2018, Slaughter worked in the nonprofit
sector with organizations such as Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Metro Atlanta, Dunwoody Nature Center and Trees Atlanta.
She received her Bachelor’s of Music in Flute Performance
from Converse College in South Carolina and performed
in England, Austria and the Czech Republic. Slaughter hopes to bring her empathy and
extensive experience working with different age groups, ethnicities and socio-economic
backgrounds to the Recreation Advisory Committee and to promote civic pride.
The committee typically meets bi-monthly, consists of a minimum of five (5) members and
a maximum of nine (9) members, is nominated by the Parks and Recreation Director and
approved by majority of the vote of the Chamblee City Council. Residents interested in
joining the committee should submit a statement of interest application to the Parks and
Recreation Department by October 1st of each year. Applications and information about
the Chamblee Recreation Advisory Committee can be found on the city website at
www.chambleega.gov.
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Fitness Zone and Dog
Park Opens Soon
Right off Buford Highway, next
to the new Chamblee Public
Safety Building, will sit a new
park with features no other park
in Chamblee has! The park,
still to be officially named, will
consist of a dog park with large
and small dog areas, complete
with double gated entries, water
fountains, benches, trash cans,
shaded spaces and dog agility
equipment.
The fitness zone, which will sit
on a poured in play surface, will
have shade over the equipment
which consists of: cross-trainers,
bicycles, hand bikes, suspension
training area with magnetic bells
and core twist, four steps ranging
from 20 cm to 80 cm and a street
workout series with ten different
workout stations in one. There
also will be an open area with
painted graphics to practice
footwork and to stretch.
Other park amenities include a
concrete path leading to three
picnic table areas and open
grass fields. “This piece of land
unfortunately came with many
limitations due to its proximity to
flood plain, however once it dries
up, we hope to clean up the area
and seed it with grass to make it
a beautiful space,” according to
Jodie Gilfillan, Chamblee Parks
and Recreation Director. The
new park is scheduled to open to
the public in March 2021!

POLICE

CPD’s New Tech
Aids Accident
Victims and
Creates Safer
School Zones
The City of Chamblee Police Department’s (CPD) Special Operations
Unit has three traffic investigators and two Community Oriented Policing
(COP) officers. This unit is not only responsible for day to day traffic
enforcement and community relations, but it also investigates serious
injury and fatality collisions. In early November 2020, the unit purchased
two new tools to help and to expedite the investigation of these types of
scenes. The Department purchased a Nikon XS Total Station and a new
mapping software, Map360.
Throughout the years when the unit was dispatched to investigate a
collision, part of the investigation was to map a scaled diagram of the
scene. The diagram helped not only with the investigation, but also for
court purposes. Investigators would use the old-time procedures of the
baseline and the triangulation methods. This method is reliable, but
extremely time consuming and takes a lot of manpower.
Now, with the new cameras and software, officers are using the same
types of tools surveyors use to map land plots and roadways. With
these two tools, the investigators will be able to examine and map the
entire scene in less time. Processing the average scene using the old
equipment would take anywhere from four to six hours. During that
time, roadways would be closed, and vehicle traffic would be affected.
With the new Total Station, that same scene can be mapped out in
approximately one to two hours. That allows for a quicker time to reopen
the road and allow vehicle traffic to return to normal.
Since CPD purchased this equipment, the unit used it three times to
investigate scenes. It allowed the unit to work more efficiently and to
produce a more reliable and professional product for the victims and
in court.
This technology has a dual purpose. These two tools can be used for
the investigation of crime scenes with the Criminal Investigative Division
(continued on next page)
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POLICE

(continued from previous page)

(CID). Special Operations and CID can now work together
on large scenes as the computer program reconstructs the
scene. A computer-aided design program distinguishes cars,
houses and evidence and can reconstruct the accident.

A speed study was conducted during school hours in
November. The study revealed that in just one day, there
were 246 violators traveling more than the posted speed limit
of 25 MPH and were speeding at 11 MPH and above.

CPD Installs School Zone Cameras

If the department used this data to estimate monthly
violations, it could have exceeded 1,000 speeding vehicles
in the school zone.

CPD is the first department in DeKalb County to implement
Automated Enforcement of a school zone. Located at St. Pius
X Catholic High School, 2674 Johnson Rd NE, the automated
traffic enforcement safety device program has been put in
place to increase children’s safety by reducing excessive
speeding in the school zone.
Following the initial
school zone camera
installation at St.
Pius on Johnson
Drive, the city will
implement cameras
on the other side
of the school on
Plaster Road.
Each installation
will include new
signage alerting
drivers to a 30-day
warning period. During the warning period, the CPD will
be mailing no-fine Warning Notices to drivers identified as
exceeding the school speed limit.
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"The implementation of automated enforcement is an
important step for public safety in Chamblee,” Chamblee
Police Chief Kerry Thomas said. “The most obvious benefit
of course, is a safer school zone, but the community benefits
as a whole because enforcement is evenly applied, more
resources are freed up for community policing.”
The Chamblee program will target the most egregious
speeders exceeding more than eleven (11+) miles per hour
over the posted speed limit in the St. Pius school zone. The
cameras will operate from one hour before school until
one hour after school, only on school days. A sworn officer
reviews and approves each violation before a ticket is issued.
Citations are $75 for a first offense and $125 for a second.
These are civil violations that do not go on records or cause
points on licenses.
For more information on either one of these programs,
visit www.chambleega.gov.

PUBLIC WORKS

Dresden Park Set
for Stormwater
Improvements
In April 2020, the City of Chamblee received a Clean Water Act Section 319(h) grant from
the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) and the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to construct a tiered bioretention system at Dresden Park and restore
the streambanks of Arrow Creek. These projects were identified as the top-ranked Chamblee
projects in the 2018 North Fork Peachtree Creek Watershed Improvement Plan, a joint effort
between the Cities of Brookhaven and Chamblee. Goals of this plan include meeting state water
quality standards, restoring stream buffers, improving stream habitat conditions and promoting
wildlife diversity and aesthetics. Arrow Creek, a tributary of North Fork Peachtree Creek, is
classified as impaired for fecal coliform by the Georgia EPD and has a stream habitat rating of
“poor” because of instream erosion, sedimentation and a poor stream buffer.
In November 2020, the city hired WK Dickson to design the tiered bioretention system and
stream restoration. Currently, staff is in the data collection and design phase of the project.
Along with the tiered bioretention system, project elements include a stream restoration,
invasive species removal, educational signage, designated stream public access sites, preand post-habitat assessments and an operation and maintenance plan. A public meeting will
be held late spring 2021 to showcase the concept and offer feedback opportunities for the
public, while construction is anticipated to begin by early fall 2021.

What is a Bioretention System?

A bioretention system collects surface stormwater from nearby roadways, parking lots and
greenspaces into shallow landscaped depressions. Native vegetation, microorganisms
and engineered soil media within the landscaped depression clean out any pollutants
and contaminants while the stormwater drains through the system. During a heavy storm,
the stormwater intentionally ponds in the depression before filtering through the system,
resulting in a controlled release of the stormwater into the adjacent stormwater system,
preventing flooding. The Dresden Park tiered bioretention system will reduce runoff volume,
peak discharge rates, pollutants and sediment load entering Arrow Creek as well as create a
biodiverse habitat for native wildlife.

What is Involved in Stream Restoration?

Stream restoration utilizes a combination of techniques and natural materials such as rocks,
logs and native plants to diminish stream bank erosion and sedimentation loads, improve
water flow, restore stream habitats and reinstate the natural meander of a stream. Logs
and rocks are intentionally located with the stream to direct water back to the center of the
stream and away from the eroding stream banks. To stabilize banks where erosion already
exists, overlapping rip rap may be installed to create walls or banks, which may be graded
into sloping tiers, tying into the surrounding landscape. The stream restoration within Arrow
Creek will focus on utilizing methods and techniques that tie into the landscape, reusing as
many existing natural elements as possible.

Learn More About
the Mayor's
Monarch Pledge
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The Great Chamblee
City Hall Park + ZenTea

Find your Zen with ZenTea at City Hall
Park. Pick up the perfect picnic food: from
chicken salad sandwiches, to quiche and
decadent desserts. ZenTea has everything
you need to pack the ultimate picnic
basket. Once your basket is bursting with
goodies, take a short walk down Peachtree
Road, and you’ll end up at City Hall Park.
You can dig into your pimento cheese
sandwich under the gazebo or sip on your iced tea on one of
the various picnic tables. Wherever you decide, we guarantee
you’ll find your Zen as you take in the gentle hums of cars
and the low rumbles of the MARTA trains passing by, the soft
purring of planes overhead and the cheery chirp of the birds
resting on a nearby feeder. Close your eyes, sip your tea and
become absorbed in the ambient sounds of Chamblee.
City Hall Park—(Centennial & Peachtree Parks)
5468 Peachtree Road
ZenTea—5356 Peachtree Road
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Clairmont Park + Clairmont Café

Pick up lunch from
Clairmont Café, and
enjoy it in Clairmont
Park – convenient, right?!
Order the bulgogi rice
bowl, it’s one of the best
sellers in Clairmont Café.
We’re talking Korean-style marinated ribeye with onions and
a hint to serrano pepper and served on a bed of rice. Are
you drooling yet? Once you grab your meal, head over to
Clairmont Park where you can enjoy your lunch in between
Chamblee’s oldest neighborhoods: Gordon Acres and
Clairmont Hills. Clairmont Park provides walking paths that
connect the two neighborhoods and is a great location to
watch planes arrive and depart at DeKalb-Peachtree Airport.
Clairmont Park—4050 Clairmont Road
Clairmont Café—1800 Century Place NE, # 120

FEATURE

The first signs of spring are here, and the warm
weather is starting to arrive. After spending a
year indoors, we’ve been wanting to spend every
minute that we aren’t trapped on a video call
outside, basking in the rays, soaking up a hefty
dosage of Vitamin D. You are probably just as
tired as we are of being home, but you’re not
quite ready to go out. Luckily for you – and us –
we have found pleasure in takeout picnics. They
provide a perfect balance between being out in
the world, staying safe and eating well!
Before you get spring happy and rush out the
door with your picnic basket filled with soggy
sandwiches and crumbled chips, take a minute
to rethink the contents of your picnic basket
and where you’ll be indulging in your meal. We
created this quick guide for the tastiest picnic
food and the best outdoor locations in Chamblee.

Takeout
Huntley Hills Park + Letsbap

Ready to try something
new? Of course you are!
Chamblee newcomer,
Letsbap gives you
options from cupbap
(Korean rice bowl),
dosirak (Korean lunch
box), Banchan (Korean tapas) and of course, kimchi. You’ll
have your choice of bulogi, gochoo chicken, Seoul chicken
or tofu. Whichever you choose, grab the picnic blanket
and head three minutes down the street to enjoy your
Korean-inspired meal in Huntley Hills Park. Once you’re
finished dining, be sure to walk the bridge along the creek
that leads directly to the butterfly garden. Or, if you’re a book
worm, checkout the Little Free Library, and grab a book while
lounging in the springtime weather.
Huntley Hills Park—3770 Longview Drive
Letsbap—5460 Peachtree Blvd, Suite B

Keswick Park + Lagarde
American Eatery

What’s the best thing about New
Orleans? That’s right, the food!
Chef Jamie Adams brought his
memories of his family’s New
Orleans cuisine to Chamblee.
Lagarde is about gathering your
family together to enjoy delicious food and good times. Place
a takeout order of barbeque shrimp, gumbo and red beans
and rice then walk to the side of the building and down the
stairs to the Rail Trail. You can set up your picnic near the
softball field Monday through Wednesday, where you can
watch the Parks and Recreation league play a game. If you
and your family want to get in on the action, walk along the
Rail Trail and end up in the game zone, where you can play
foosball, try your musical skills or play a few rounds of corn
hole (note: equipment is not supplied). Grab your family,
grub on some great food and let the good times roll!
Keswick Park—3496 Keswick Drive
Lagarde American Eatery—5090 Peachtree Blvd., Suite D-100
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

Shallowford Park + MIST Poke Dessert Bar

Who can resist bubble tea and mocha cake? Not us, especially when it comes from MIST
Poke and Dessert Bar. Order the black milk tea with a matcha cream puff, and your sweet
tooth will be over the moon with happiness. If you’re looking for more than dessert, they
have poke bowls, poke buns and poke tacos! Enjoy your favorite MIST dessert while
kicking back in Shallowford Park. Don’t feel bad about those extra calories, because
there’s a short walking trail where you can burn off the sugar!
Shallowford Park—3096 Shallowford Place
MIST Poke Dessert Bar—4897 Buford Hwy NE, #162

Village Park + Chinatown Mall Food Court

There’s no more perfect paring than a meal from Chinatown Mall and Village Park! At
Chinatown Mall’s food court you’ll have tons of options to choose from and while at
Village Park, you’ll have lots of activities to enjoy. When you venture inside Chinatown
Mall, you’ll be greeted by the smell of steamed dumplings and the sounds of slapping
dough as chefs prepare biang biang noodles. Pick the vendor that you find most
enticing (or pick a little something from each – we’re not judging) then head to Village
Park. No need to pack the picnic blanket, there’s picnic tables waiting for you! After you
indulge, walk through the community garden, kick a soccer ball around on the multi-use
field or produce your own dance recital on the entertainment plaza. Between the
multitudes of choices you have at Chinatown Mall and at Village Park, we promise, you’ll
be full and entertained!
Village Park—3375 Chamblee Dunwoody Road
Chinatown Mall Food Court—5383 New Peachtree Road

Canfield Park + Mint Chinese and Thai

Hands down, Mint Chinese and Thai on Clairmont is one of our faves for Lo mein and
Szechuan beef! Mint has been a staple in the Chamblee community for their outstanding
food, great service and friendly staff – hey, they even know some of us by name! Order a
classic Chinese dish with fresh ingredients then head to Canfield Park. While there, take
a swing on the play structure that is made to look like a tree, read a book on the park
bench or enjoy your Mongolian chicken on the seat wall while the kiddos play. If you’re
looking to envelope yourself in a little bit of nature, visit the creek that runs the length on
the north side of the park.
Canfield Park—3090 Canfield Drive
Mint Chinese and Thai—3683 Clairmont Road

INSIDER TIP:
Breakfast picnics are just as rewarding as lunch picnics. Starting your day with First
Watch’s breakfast Trifecta (pancakes, eggs and bacon -oh my!) is guaranteed to
help you jump start your day on the right side of the picnic blanket. Once you pick
up your breakfast with a piping hot coffee, you can enjoy it right in the convenient
outdoor area in the parking lot of the plaza. We definitely can’t think of a better
way to spend a Saturday morning.
First Watch, Chamblee—5001 Peachtree Blvd, Suite 700
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Grilling
Season is
Smoking
Hot
By Brian Fisk, Chamblee Ace Hardware
With a huge push for social distancing and outdoor living, it’s no surprise that barbeque grills were smokin’ hot in 2020 and
the trend likely will continue into 2021. Spring is the perfect time to purchase a new grill, whether you’re new to grilling,
ready for an upgrade or looking to add to your collection, be sure to visit the grill experts at your locally-owned and
operated Chamblee Ace Hardware (5446 Peachtree Blvd). Choose from a large variety of models in each of these categories
to find a grill that fits your budget and cooking needs, and sales associates will assemble and deliver the grill for FREE:

Ceramic Grills

Best for: If you are looking for the most versatility, ceramic
grills provide the most versatile grill on the market. From
smoking, to high temp searing, to baking—you can do
everything from burgers and hot dogs to pulled pork, pizzas,
baked casseroles like lasagna or mac and cheese—even
cookies and desserts! You control how much smoke and
flavor by choosing from smoking chips or chunks (hickory,
apple, mesquite, pecan, to name a few).
Disadvantages: Higher priced than charcoal grills, requires
more attention for setting up and cooking process, and it has
a steeper learning curve.
What to look for: save more with package / bundle deals,
availability of accessories, full-service dealer to assist with
set-up and lifetime warranty procedures.
Our recommendation: The Big Green Egg is the industry
leader with the most accessories.

Charcoal Grills

Best for: For those looking for that smoky, grilled flavor,
these grills are for the grilling purist.
Disadvantages: they require more time and attention,
about 30-45 minutes to get coals heated to ideal cooking
temps; additional ash clean-up;
What to look for: these grills vary in size / diameter of
cooking grates, charcoal cleanout, ash collection system.
Our recommendation: Weber kettle grills are the industry
standard; they are available in multiple sizes and colors, from
portable camping grills to larger ones for the deck.

Gas Grills

Best for: the impatient chef looking for instant gratification;
these grills are quick and easy, no charcoal mess to clean up.
Disadvantages: flavor; these require swapping propane
tanks when they are empty (except for natural gas).
What to look for: propane or natural gas; size of grill
/ number of burners; sear station for high-temp searing;
side burner; open or enclosed cart; type of cooking grates
(porcelain coated, cast iron, stainless steel).
Our recommendation: Weber Grills have a 10-year
warranty, will even come to your house for warranty repair if
necessary; and they offer a huge selection of models at all
price points.

Pellet Grills

Best for: Tech gurus love these because of the Wi-Fi
connectivity and an easy to use app. Pellet grills combine
the convenience and ease of gas with the flavor and
versatility of charcoal grills. Fueled by real wood in the form
of compressed pellets, these grills are clean and easy to
operate, some say it’s the easy-bake oven of grills!
Disadvantages: Pellet grills require electrical plug-in at the
point of use; it doesn’t sear very well, and it is unable to reach
temps above 450 degrees.
What to look for: There are various sizes and controller
options, Wi-Fi connectivity;
Our recommendation: Traeger is the most popular –
all sizes and models on display.

As you can see, there are as many grill choices as there are people.
Select one and unleash your inner iron chef!
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Spring Cleaning
with a Purpose

The flowers are blooming, the birds are chirping and the sun is shining bright
over your slightly over cluttered (and maybe a little dusty) living room. It’s time
for spring cleaning – no there won’t be seven dwarves arriving to lend you a
helping hand, sorry! According to the American Cleaning Institute (yep, it’s
a real thing), more than 70% of Americans take part in some form of spring
cleaning each year. The benefits of this annual tradition are particularly easy to
see during these COVID times: A clean home is a healthier home.
Spring cleaning often is associated with sponges, mops, scrubbing and
dusting, but this year, open that pantry, garage, closet and drawers – and
donate. Spring cleaning is a great opportunity to take inventory of the things
you need and those you don’t. From canned food to seldom-used household
goods, it’s simple to turn this household ritual into a donating tradition.
Chamblee has several local nonprofits that accept donations of all kinds! Keep
this list handy during your clean-a-thon and see what items you have that are
collecting dust that can be a much-needed gift to a family in need.
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Don’t get overwhelmed,
spring cleaning can be
cumbersome and take a
lot of time. So, we also
included some helpful
tips and tricks to help
you get started:
FOUR BOX METHOD:
This is a great method to
organize as you declutter.
As you proceed from room
to room, take four boxes
labeled “donate,” “keep,”
“recycle” and “trash. For
larger items, use different
color sticky notes labeled
with the same categories.
(continued on next page)

(continued from previous page)

ONE ROOM AT A TIME: Approach your spring cleaning room-by-room. It’s
the most effective way to deep-clean. You could even use room checklists
to make sure you deep clean the areas that need some extra TLC. This may
sound time consuming, but there’s no rush; take your time – spring lasts
longer than one day!
REVERSE HANGERS IN CLOSET: This one’s a nifty trick to help you figure out
what clothes you no longer wear. Simply turn all of your hangers to face the
opposite direction. As you wear your spring clothes, return them to the closet
with the hanger facing the usual way. Then, by the end of the season, it will be
easy to identify what items you wear and what items you can donate.

City Council
Mayor: R. Eric Clarkson

LITTLE FREE LIBRARIES: It’s time to share the literacy love – and donate those
books you’ve already read and that are fueling those dust bunnies. There
are several Little Free Library locations throughout the city and the newest
location is right outside the Chamblee Police Department. When you drop off
your books for donation, feel free to browse through what’s there. You might
go home with a new book to read in your sparkling clean living room.

District 1: John Mesa

COP-N-STUFF: Did you know the Chamblee Police Department has a
nonprofit? Cop-N-Stuff hosts several drives and events throughout the year
to give back to the community. If you have any extra school supplies, books
and barely- or gently-worn youth-sized coats, contact Officer Chris Poythress
at cpoythress@chambleega.gov. Maybe you have some items you would like
to donate, but are unsure of where to donate them, contact Officer Poythress,
and he may know a Chamblee family or organization that can use some of
those things you would like to donate.

City Staff

District 2: Leslie C. Robson
District 3: Karen Lupton
At-large, Mayor Pro Tem: Brian Mock
At-large:

City Manager: Jon Walker
Deputy City Manager:
Asst. City Manager: Kristen Gorham
Chief of Police: Kerry Thomas
City Clerk: Emmie Niethammer
Parks & Recreation: Jodie Gilfillan
Community & Economic
Development:
Public Relations: Tisa Moore
Public Works Director: Craig Mims
Planning & Development
Director:

Contact Information
City Hall: 770-986-5010
Police (non-emergency):
770-986-5005
Code Enforcement:
770-986-5009 or
code_enforcement@chambleega.gov
Police Emergency: 911

Address: 5468 Peachtree Road
Chamblee, Georgia 30341
Phone: 770-986-5010
Fax: 770-986-5014
Email: info@chambleega.gov
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It’s the best way to reach more than

12,000
Chamblee households
The Signal is the official publication of the City of Chamblee.
It provides the residents of Chamblee with the timely information
on events, activities and news related to the city.
GOT NEWS? Send press releases, announcements and
other materials for consideration to info@chamblee.gov
All material is subject to editing.

470-395-2309
info@chamblee.gov

