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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

Comp Plan Guides
City’s Planning Efforts
Back to school and back to routine! Routines are a great way to maintain healthy,
sustainable habits. One routine of which you may not be aware, local governments use a
document called the Comprehensive Plan to guide policy decisions that have an impact on
the entire community.
Comprehensive plans, sometimes referred to as “Comp Plans,” are used by local
governments to guide, manage and implement quality growth. A community’s
comprehensive plan is developed through a public process involving community leaders,
major stakeholders, the general public and elected officials, all of whom make key
decisions about the future of the community. The overall goal of the city’s Comp Plan is to
accommodate growth in a timely, orderly and efficient arrangement of land uses, public
facilities, infrastructure and services that meet the needs of the residents and businesses of
the City of Chamblee.
The State of Georgia requires all municipalities to complete a major update of their
Comprehensive Plan every 10 years. In early 2019, the city initiated the process of a major
update to its Comp Plan. The project, called the One Chamblee Comprehensive Plan
Update, will result in a final document that will be presented to the Mayor and City Council
for adoption in the fourth quarter of the year. This plan will incorporate Chamblee’s most
recent planning efforts to create a unified vision that will leverage the success of recent
developments, recommend infrastructure improvements that enhance walkability and
bikeability, encourage appropriate infill development and redevelopment and create a
strategy for environmental sustainability.
In addition to the more general Comprehensive Plan, the Planning and Development
Department develops and implements long-range land use plans that will shape the
community’s future as its residents and stakeholders see fit. These plans are implemented
through daily application of the Unified Development Ordinance when processing land use
and development applications.
The city also is seeking to develop a Sustainability Plan component to inform and drive
future sustainability initiatives. What additional policies and procedures should the city
enact to ensure a more sustainable future? Are there baseline calculations we should take
for greenhouse gas emissions so goals can be developed to reduce those emissions?
What additional services should be offered to residents regarding sustainable living and
education? All these questions and more will be decided through the process.

And on that note…SAVE THE DATE…

The city will host another Household Hazardous Waste event in partnership with
Keep Chamblee Beautiful on August 24 at Plaza Fiesta. Watch the Facebook page
for additional details!
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SCHEDULE OF
UPCOMING MEETINGS
COMMUNITY
EDUCATION
SESSIONS

Elements of Placemaking
Thursday, August 8th, 6:30p.m.
Chamblee Civic Center

PUBLIC MEETINGS

Draft Plan Open House
Thursday, August 8th, 7:30p.m.
Chamblee Civic Center

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

J’s Mini Hot Pot:
A Choose Your Own
Adventure Restaurant
To finish your meal, pick your side and your sauces. All
entrées come with a vegetable or side platter and an egg.
If you have a seafood allergy, be sure to ask what comes
on the side platter. Common additions include scallops,
cuttlefish, offal (particularly beef tripe – don’t knock it ‘til you
try it), carrots, spinach, cabbage or bean sprouts, but the
assortments seem endless. To top off the meal, make a trip
to J’s famous sauce bar and add two or more (no judgments
here) sauces of your choice. The sauces really make the dish!

Do you remember the series of children’s books where at
some point in the story, you – the reader, had to choose how
the story would end? These gamebooks were commonly
referred to as “choose your own adventure.” Basically, I’d
say that eating a hot pot is a lot like choosing your own
adventure.
A hot pot is a Chinese cooking method, where food is
prepared to your personalized level of doneness in a pot of
simmering stock right at the table. If you’ve never had a hot
pot before, J’s Mini Hot Pot has a handy guide to help you
choose which food path to take.

As a newbie to the hot pot experience, having the guide was
super helpful. Here’s what I ended up ordering: I started
with a peach tea, which I highly recommend. Next, I ordered
the meat combo with the angus beef and the lamb (their
top two customer favorites), with beef bone broth, sweet
potato noodles, veggie platter and extra spinach. The veggie
platter included several types of offal, cuttlefish, scallop,
tofu, carrots, sprouts and cabbage. While I’d consider myself
a fairly adventurous eater, a few of these items made me a
bit nervous to try for the first time, but I would have missed
out had I avoided them. J’s Mini Hot Pot does a great job of
putting variety on your plate and presenting beautiful and
tasty foods.

If you’re looking for a fun meal, check out J’s Mini
Hot Pot! Stick to what you know or venture out to try
something new. Either way you won’t be disappointed!

First: choose your entrée. At J’s, your choices include
variations of beef, pork, chicken, seafood or a vegetarian
option. Their top sellers are angus beef, lamb, angus brisket
and angus ribeye. Can’t decide? Try a meat combo of either
two or three meats. Keep in mind each entrée could easily
feed two-four people, depending on appetite.
Next, choose your broth, spice level and the type of noodle
you’d like. Miso, beef, chicken or vegetable broth, pick
the one that suits your flavor profile the most. There are a
plethora of options for noodles too, but the sweet potato
noodle is the standard noodle, and you really can’t go wrong
with a good sweet potato noodle.

J’s Mini Hot Pot:
4897 Buford Hwy NE #160,
Chamblee, 770-458-8882,
https://m.facebook.com/
jsminihotpotdeluxe/
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Chamblee Parks and Rec
Gears Up for a Busy Summer
Camp Chamblee is once again going strong this summer!
The 60 campers that joined us each week thus far have done
amazing things! Field trips to Bowlmor Lanes, Sky Zone,
Stone Mountain Park and Nitro Zone were a huge success
and the kids had a great time. Campers also have spent their
summer days outside enjoying Keswick Park, swimming at
Dynamo, doing arts & crafts and playing many games and
activities under the supervision of our Summer Camp staff.
Our camp staff act as leaders and mentors to campers and
are carefully sought out to ensure safety and rules are being
followed.
Camp Chamblee
participants are not
only getting exercise,
but they are also
building relationships
with other campers
and learning new
things like how to
swim, how to work well and communicate with others and
how to show their creative sides.
Depending upon which weeks they are registered, Camp
Chamblee campers who sign up for camp in July experience
either going to Noah’s Ark, Fun Spot America, Lanier
World or the on-site End-of-Camp Party at Keswick Park
or possibly all four! Summer Camp ends Friday, August
2nd this year, so be sure to sign up to reserve a spot for
the week(s) you would like your child to attend. Please visit
www.chambleerec.com to register today or to find out more
information about the other camps.

Activity Guide Just Published

Fall Programs on the Way

This fall, the Chamblee
Parks and Recreation
Department (CPRD)
continues its tradition of
offering numerous different
activities for residents and
non-residents alike. CPRD
has a plethora of both youth
and adult programs and
athletics. Youth programs
include Creative Movement
and Dance, which teaches
tap, ballet and hip-hop, and
Gymnastics offers parent
and child classes, as well
as “on my own” children’s
classes. A couple of new
adult programs are joining
the selection of classes this
fall: Meditation, will occur
every Wednesday at 7:00
p.m., and “Rep It Up” Fitness with Rachel Kline, which will
be sure to get you healthy before the holidays! Youth and
adult athletics include baseball, soccer and softball also are
coming back, so be sure to grab a spot on the roster before
space runs out! There are many more options for people of
all ages. Visit CPRD’s website at www.chambleerec.com to
register or get more information for the fall/winter programs
and to view this season’s Activity Guide!

CPRD staff just rolled out the third edition of the Activity Guide. The Activity Guide includes
information regarding parks, athletics and programs for the fall and winter of 2019, as well as
some of Chamblee’s most popular events. The Activity Guide is published online twice each year
to reflect the different seasons of athletics and programs, as well as all the camps being offered
during the summer. The Activity Guide is a great one-stop-shop for all parks and recreation
information including locations and features of each park, athletics and programs, rental
information, employee contact information and trail information for the various trails throughout the
city, as well as general city information Please be sure to view the Activity Guide flipbook on www.chambleega.gov
and www.chambleerec.com!
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POLICE

Crosswalks,
Bus Stops and
HAWK Lights,
Oh My!
August brings herds of big, yellow buses, packed carpool lanes and loads of children darting across
crosswalks. As you prepare for the back to school season, check out this guide to crosswalks, bus stops and
HAWK lights, oh my!

Bus Stops

More than 25 million students
nationwide begin and end their day
with a trip on school buses in August,
according to the American School Bus
Council. Collectively, school buses
travel approximately 5.7 billion miles
annually. One school bus transports
about 54 student passengers, which
replaces almost 36 vehicles on the road.
Designed for safety, with flashing lights,
giant mirrors and the bright yellow
color, school buses are the safest
vehicle on the road. While school buses
are safe, children and drivers need to
do their part to stay alert and aware of
their surroundings.

If your child rides the bus, be sure
to discuss the following tips before
school starts:
• Arrive at least five minutes before
the bus;
• Wait until the bus stops and the door
opens fully before approaching it;
• Use the handrail when loading and
unloading;
• Stay in your seat;
• Keep aisles clear of books and bags;
• Wait for the bus to stop completely
before getting up from your seat;
• Stay away from the rear wheels of
the bus at all times; and
• If you must cross in front of the bus,
walk at least 10 feet ahead until you
can see the driver, wait for the driver
to signal you and look left, right,
then left again before proceeding.

Children should not rely on automobile
drivers to stop while loading or
unloading the school bus, even
though drivers are required by law
to stop for school buses. In Georgia,
passing stopped buses continues to
be a significant problem. A survey
found that last year more than 12,200
Georgia bus drivers reported 7,945
illegal passes in one day.
While negligence is usually
unintentional in nature, it can be life
changing. It is imperative that drivers
pay attention to the road and their
surroundings, especially in school
and bus zones.

continued on page 6
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(continued from page 5)

In early February, the Georgia Senate approved a new law that changed when
drivers are required to stop for a school bus. This law shouldn’t be new to most
drivers, because it corrected a flaw in the previous law that allowed drivers on some
roadways to keep driving even when a school bus was stopped.
As we begin school routines, please remember:
• Two-lane roadway: When a school bus stops for passengers, ALL traffic
from both directions must stop.
• Two-lane roadway with a center turning lane: When a school bus stops for
passengers, ALL traffic from both directions must stop.
• Four-lane roadway without a median separation: When a school bus stops for
passengers, ALL traffic from both directions must stop.
• Roadway with four lanes or more with a center turning lane: When a school
bus stops for passengers, ALL traffic from both directions must stop.
• Divided highway of four lanes or more with a median separation: When a
school bus stops for passengers, only traffic following the bus must stop.

Crosswalks and HAWK Lights

What are those flashing lights over the crosswalk on
Chamblee Dunwoody and Buford Highway? Do you
know what to do when the lights are illuminated?
The HAWK signal, High-intensity Activated
crossWalK, was developed to balance the need of
pedestrian safety at high-speed and wide-crossing
roadways and provide commuter efficiency. They
resemble a traditional traffic signal, but the HAWK
signal is pedestrian-activated and contains only red
and yellow lights.

Here’s how it works:

The HAWK signal lights remain dark until a pedestrian
activates the signal by pushing the button. When the
lights come on, drivers initially will see flashing
yellow lights that turn solid yellow, which inform drivers to
prepare to stop. The signal will then display a dual solid
red light to drivers, indicating a pedestrian is entering
or currently in the crosswalk. After the solid light, the
signal will alternate flashing red lights, signifying that the
crosswalk should be clear. Pay attention, this is where
driver’s get confused! When the red lights are flashing it
should be treated like a stop sign: Come to a complete stop and proceed when the
crosswalk is clear of pedestrians.

Oh My!

At first glance, HAWK signals in crosswalks can be confusing because they’re new
and different. Bus stop laws can be just as puzzling, because they have changed
several times in a short time frame. Both of these pedestrian friendly tools are bold
visible reminders to watch out for some of our most vulnerable road users: young
children and pedestrians.
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CPD Holds
Back to
School Bash
Chamblee Police Department’s
Cop-N-Stuff is hosting the Third
Annual Back to School Bash
on Saturday, August 3, 2019 at
Dresden Park. They will give away
more than 650 brand new book
bags stuffed with school supplies
for children ages kindergarten
through fifth grade.
We will wrap up the summer with
music, games and free school
supplies. Your very own police
officers will be serving grilled hot
dogs and hamburgers as part of the
fun. So join us as we give the final
Saturday of the 2019 summer break
a proper farewell!
If you would like to donate supplies
or volunteer your time or services,
please contact Captain Ernesto
Ford at eford@chambleega.gov or
770-986-5005.

PUBLIC WORKS

Be Water Wise
By Keep Chamblee Beautiful Volunteers

Do you remember learning in
elementary school how 70% of the
earth is covered with water? Did you
know that only about 3% of the world’s
water is fresh, most of which is frozen in
ice caps and glaciers? Amazingly, less
than 1% of the world’s water is available
for drinking and other fun summer
activities! Have you ever wondered
about Chamblee’s drinking water?
Keep Chamblee Beautiful recently
toured DeKalb County’s only Water
Treatment Facility. We learned how
drinking water is collected, stored,
treated, tested and distributed through
700 miles of pipes. We were surprised
to learn that DeKalb County pulls 80+
million gallons of water daily from the
Chattahoochee River! That’s how much
water our county uses on an average
day. In summer, consumption increases
with new construction, summertime
lawn watering and swimming pool
filling.
We also learned about the complex
treatment techniques that filter out
organic matter, then disinfect the
water to eliminate bacteria and other
pathogens. At each filtration step,
water samples are tested to ensure
county, state and federal standards.
What’s more, after leaving the
treatment plant, water samples are

tested from at least 240 taps every
month, including schools, day care
centers, gas stations, restaurants
and libraries. Residents looking for
extra assurance can have their water
tested for a nominal fee at the county
extension office:
www.extension.uga.edu/
county-offices/dekalb/
agriculture-and-natural-resources/
testing-and-prices.html

Understanding Storm
Water Runoff

The DeKalb County Water Treatment
Plant is scalable and can provide clean
water to the many new developments
in Chamblee. But a long-term concern
is that the Chattahoochee River is
threatened by raw sewage spills,
litter and storm water runoff. Runoff
contains silt from construction sites,
lawn chemicals, pesticides, bacteria,
oil and trash, and too much dirty runoff
means the river water requires longer
treatment to obtain the clean water we
want to drink. According to the Center
for Watershed Protection, storm runoff
is the number one cause of stream
impairment in urban areas (cwp.com):
What can I do? Plant trees and shrubs
to help reduce erosion; limit pesticide
and fertilizer use; and dispose of solid
and liquid waste appropriately.

Stay hydrated this summer by
drinking lots of regular tap
water! Sure, bottled water can be
convenient at times, but did you
know that even bottled water is
likely to come from a municipal
source? It’s true! Water for Dasani®
is provided by the City of Atlanta
Water Treatment Facility, and
water for Aquafina® is provided
by our own DeKalb County Water
Treatment Facility! KCB urges you
to forgo them and invest in a nice
re-usable water bottle filled with
tap water. Help keep our beautiful
Chattahoochee River, and only
source of water, safe for drinking
and recreation by the following:
• Be careful what you put into the
Chattahoochee…it will have to be
processed for drinking! What can
I do? Treat the ‘Hooch with
respect and participate in River
Cleanup events.
• Outdoor irrigation accounts for
30% of the water used by
suburban homes, a large portion
of which goes to waste through
evaporation or run off. What can
I do? Visit https://epd.georgia.
gov/water-conservation for
outdoor water conservation tips.
• What can I do to learn more
about the DeKalb County Water
Treatment Facility? Become
a KCB member at kcb.org and
subscribe to our Facebook page.

July/August 2019 SIGNAL • 7

FEATURE

SUMMER FUN
AND ADVENTURE
By Heather Abraham, Special to The Signal

Of course we always
want to keep you
in Chamblee, but if
you’re looking for
something to do
this summer that’s
close by, consider
these destinations
for adventure,
relaxation, fun and
a little mystery.
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Tennessee Aquarium, photo credit: John Bamber

Day Trip or Overnight
Sweetwater Creek State Park, Douglas Co.
Forty minutes southwest of Chamblee, this
2,500-acre park offers something for everyone.
Beautiful vistas, hiking trails for the enthusiast or
novice, a 215-acre lake for fishing, kayaking and
canoeing, playgrounds, picnic shelters, campsites
and yurt rentals. Who doesn’t want to stay in a yurt,
now known for glamping, but once used by nomadic Mongolian farmers in Central
Asia? Sounds fab to me!
Dahlonega Wine Tours and Tastings, Lumpkin Co.
One hour north of Chamblee, historic Dahlonega is known for its gold rush days
and charming town square filled with great shops and eateries. But Dahlonega
is also the soul of Georgia’s wine country and boasts no fewer than five wineries
including Three Sisters Vineyards and
Frogtown Cellars—12 tasting rooms serve
award-winning local and regional wines.
Each winery offers tours and tastings.
Visit dahlonega.org for more information.
(We recommend appointing a designated
Three Sisters Vineyards
driver for the ensuing fun!)

mber

FEATURE
America’s Stonehenge aka Georgia Guidestones, Elbert Co.
Two hours east of Chamblee, the Georgia Guidestones are an enduring
mystery that has sparked many a conspiracy theory. Erected in 1980, the
Guidestones are composed of five massive upright granite slabs inscribed
with ten guidelines (or principles) for humankind. Are they instructions for
rebuilding after a future apocalypse? The rantings of a lunatic with more
money than brains? An astronomical marker? Or as Yoko Ono surmised,
“A stirring call to rational thinking.” You decide. Enjoy a picnic at the
Guidestones then, if time allows, head to Athens for a night of dining, music
and dancing.

We just touched on

Time for a Long Weekend

a few high notes.

Chattanooga, Tenn.
One-hundred-twenty
miles northwest
of Chamblee lies
Chattanooga, Tenn.,
which has adventure
and fun for everyone.
Here are a couple of
suggested stops to
make.
The Tennessee
Aquarium is a must.
This unique aquarium
offers both fresh and saltwater exhibits. Learn about feisty otters, meet an albino
alligator and marvel at the colorful fish and turtles featured in the River Journey
building. Then enjoy a respite in the butterfly garden before moving on to Ocean
Journey’s spectacular coral reef, intimidating sharks and the hands-on touch
station of Stingray Bay. Don’t forget the IMAX theatre!

There’s plenty to
do within a short
drive from here.
When you’re done
exploring, come right
back home to the
lazy days of summer
in Chamblee.

The Songbirds Guitar Museum
(located in the Chattanooga
Choo Hotel complex, where
you can stay in a Victorian
train sleeper car should you
desire) houses the largest
collection of guitars in the
USA. The permanent collection
features 300+ guitars from the
1920s-1970s. Learn about the
“origins of rock ‘n’ roll from
Photo credit: Damien Rogers, Songbirds
gospel to Blues to R&B to the
sounds of Motown and the invasion of the British. For those musically inclined,
Songbirds offers a Players Experience and VIP Studio Sessions. Afterwards enjoy
game activities with the kids in the Glenn Miller Gardens, grab a drink at Gate 11
Distillery or pour your own draft beer in the American Draft railroad car.
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Work in Progress
at Village and
Canfield Parks
On April 22, 2019, the Chamblee Mayor and City Councilmembers broke ground on
construction projects at International Village Park, 3375 Chamblee Dunwoody Road, and
Canfield Park, 3090 Canfield Drive. Shortly after the groundbreaking, construction began
in both parks with demolition of existing amenities that were not salvageable. “Reusable
amenities such as trash cans, swings, rules signs, bike racks and others were removed prior
to construction,” said Parks and Recreation Director, Jodie Gilfillan.

s Improvements at Village Park
are happening daily.

Village Park, nearly an acre-and-a-half, is a much larger project, which required demolition
to an existing sand volleyball court, playground, fencing, trees, concrete, asphalt removal
and milling. The new construction at the park will include an ADA-compliant Kompan
playground, community garden, open field space, entertainment plaza, bioretention pond,
fencing, lighting, landscaping, irrigation and parking lot repaving.
Canfield Park, which is one acre, and located in Gordan Acres subdivision, is receiving a
granite seat wall that also serves as a retaining wall, concrete paving near the entrance to
the playground and a new GameTime playground structure to match the existing tree swing
already located in the park.
Integrated Construction and Nobility, Inc. was awarded the project and plans to complete
the parks by January 2020, weather permitting. The projected cost to complete both parks is
$937,447, in which the city received a $150,000 Community Development Block Grant from
DeKalb County to pay for a portion of the ADA upgrades in Village Park. The remainder of
the funds were included in the FY19 Parks and Recreation budget.
“In 2020, the Parks and Recreation Department has plans to program Village Park with fitness
classes and educational gardening classes,” said Gilfillan. “Although the park has limited
parking, we might be able to host small events and workshops such as movies in the park
and rain barrel and composting workshops.”
10 • www.chambleega.gov

For more information
about these parks,
please contact the
Chamblee Parks and
Recreation Department
at 770-986-5016.

FEATURE

SEFAA Hosts Small
Expressions Exhibit
When one thinks of textiles
thoughts go to clothing,
tablecloths or even medieval
tapestries that adorn castle
walls to keep the cold at bay.
Not necessarily the case. The
Handweavers Guild of America
Inc., located in Suwanee, is
hosting a prestigious annual juried textile show called “Small
Expressions.” This year its home will be in Chamblee at
the Southeast Fiber Arts Alliance (SEFAA), running July 12
through September 12.
Suzi Gough, Executive Director of the SEFAA, says, “This is a
big honor to have it here. It’s been all over the United States.
The last time it was in the Atlanta area was 2005.”
Pieces submitted must be
15”X15”X15” and were juried by
famed fiber artist Jon Eric Riis,
an Atlanta resident. Through the
duration of his career, Riis has
taught fiber classes and held
exhibitions in the United States,
Europe and Asia.
“I looked for good design, technique and innovative materials.
There were more than 100 entries. I did my first cut, then went
back and narrowed it down and came away with the 33 or so
pieces that you will see in the exhibit today.”
“There are pieces that have big
character or are of big scope—
some that have the current issues
of today—they make a statement,”
Riis continued. “It’s mixed media,
any textiles could be included. It’s
traditional textile techniques that
are applied to a variety of media.”
Photo credits: Clockwise from top left: Kristin Majkrzak,
Aviva Peres, Rebecca L. Smith, Peggy Wiedemann and
background, Aryana B. Londir.

Of the 33 pieces represented,
there are artists from
throughout the country and as
far away as France and Israel.
Gough adds that only some
of the artists are professional,
but all are very skilled at their
chosen textile technique.
About being the juror, Riis
says, “Sometimes it’s easy
because it’s so clear, and the
work is so nice. It’s easy to make the first cut. The pieces
[here] are inventive.”
An opening reception and juror’s talk will take place on
Friday, July 12 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Exhibition hours
are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.;
Wednesdays from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.; Sundays 1:00 to 4:00
p.m.; and by appointment. Admission to Small Expressions
is free. The Southeast Fiber Arts Alliance is located at 3420
W. Hospital Ave., Chamblee. For more information, please
contact info@fiberartsalliance.org or 678-235-4328.
The opening of the show also coincides with SEFAA’s 10th
anniversary. The SEFAA Center, a full-service arts center
is dedicated to textile techniques, moved to Chamblee
3-½-years ago. You’ll find current class schedules and
much more at www.fiberartsalliance.org. SEFAA is a textile
resource, encouraging and celebrating creativity one thread
at a time.
The Handweavers Guild of America’s mission is to educate,
support and inspire the fiber art community. They provide
inspiration, instruction and networking opportunities for
fiber artists of all skill levels.
Riis is considered to be the nation’s leading tapestry artist.
His work can be found in The Art Institute of Chicago, the
American Craft Museum in New York and the Renwick
Gallery of the Smithsonian American Museum of Art,
Washington D.C and in many other private collections.
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Chamblee Launches
New Texting Service
The City of Chamblee has launched a new texting service called “Citibot.” Anyone
can use their mobile phones’ existing texting service to make requests, report
issues or find answers to common city-related questions.
“As a city, we want to provide the highest quality customer service while being
accessible via all modes of communication. Citibot enables us to be connected to
all constituents through text messaging,” says Chamblee Mayor Eric Clarkson.
“We want to be available through all channels,” Mayor Clarkson adds. “We have
the website, the app, via phone and now texting. No matter how you prefer to
reach us, we’ll be there.”
“I am proud of Chamblee to be the first municipality in Georgia to offer this service
to its residents. We are always looking for new ways to scale up customer service.
This enables us to connect with our constituents and help them in an easy way
that’s right at their fingertips,” adds Chamblee City Councilmember John Mesa.
To start a conversation with Chamblee’s Citibot, text “hello” to 470-450-2533.
When a text comes in, an alert will go directly to Chamblee’s “to-do list” of
requests. The request will be sent to the appropriate department, prioritized
and handled efficiently. The tool will help address multiple issues quickly, reduce
turnaround time and enhance team productivity.
With Citibot, residents of Chamblee can text message questions to quickly access
relevant city information about business licenses, trash pickup times, permitting
info and public meeting announcements, for example. Constituents also can
crowdsource city issues, including reporting potholes, broken street signs and
missed trash pickups, all through an interactive chatbot that responds immediately
to a text message. When the city fixes the reported issue, Citibot follows up to
let the resident know their query has been resolved. Texting eliminates lengthy
website searches and reduces customer service calls.
“Residents’ expectations of high-quality customer service are ever increasing,” says
Bratton Riley, CEO and co-founder of Citibot. “Cities like Chamblee are leading
the way by delivering powerful solutions to maximizing efficiency and enhancing
access to information and vital services.”
The city partnered with Citibot, a Charleston-based technology company, to
develop the texting application.
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Preventing
Common
Summer
Emergencies
By: Dr. Hudson Garrett Jr.
Chief Executive Officer
Community Health Associates
The summer time brings many of us great joy but also
can be prime time for certain medical and environmental
emergencies such as heat exhaustion or allergic reactions
from bites and stings. For some, the summer is their
preferred season, but for others this part of the year can
wreak havoc with allergies, sunburns and other ailments.
With simple planning, some basic awareness and a regular
first aid kit, you can keep yourself and your family safe during
the warmer months!

Heat-Related Illnesses

In extreme heat, it’s important to maintain adequate hydration
to prevent heat-related illness such as heat exhaustion or
worse yet, heat stroke. Always wear sunscreen during outdoor
exposure and carefully plan your clothing to ensure it is loose
and allows skin plenty of ventilation. Also monitor fluid intake
and replace fluids lost through the sweating process. If you
experience muscle cramping, dizziness or other signs of
heat-related illness, immediately stop the activity, rehydrate
and rest until the symptoms subside. Avoid alcoholic drinks
while outside in extreme heat and attempt to drink clear
liquids to prevent potential dehydration.

Allergic Reactions

If you have a known severe allergy, make sure you follow the
specific instructions from a healthcare provider. Always carry
any emergency medications with you. Emergency medicines
such as Benadryl and EpiPens also must be stored correctly
and at room temperatures. This prevents damage to the
medication. If you are experiencing a life-threatening allergic
reaction, it’s important to activate Emergency Medical
Services by dialing 911 immediately. When calling 911,
listen carefully to the instructions provided by the trained
dispatchers taking your call. They can assist with these
critical medical issues and transmit pertinent information to
the responding Emergency Medical Services personnel.

Sun Safety

While summer brings great rays from the sun, it’s also critical
to maintain your sun safety. Limit your time in the sun’s direct
rays between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. This is when UV
exposure is the most intense, and you can burn quickly. If
you must be out during this time, again wear loose clothing,
long sleeves and a wide-brimmed hat. Of course, wear
sunscreen of at least SPF 30.

Be prepared to deal with any emergencies that may arise while enjoying your time outdoors.
Stay safe, enjoy the summer in Chamblee and keep in mind these important
safety tips to keep you and your family safe!
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CITY OF CHAMBLEE CALENDAR

July 2019
4 Independence Day Holiday—City Offices Closed
		
Summer Concert and Fireworks Featuring Crystal Clear Band,
Keswick Park, 5 pm
8

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

10

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

City Council

11

City Council Public Hearing and Work Session,
Civic Center, 6:00 pm

Mayor: R. Eric Clarkson

15 Chamblee Chamber Cheers, Downwind Restaurant, 5:30 pm
		
Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

District 1: John Mesa
District 2: Leslie C. Robson
District 3: Thomas S. Hogan II

16

City Council Meeting, Civic Center, 7:30 pm

At-large: Brian Mock

18

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

20

Electronics Recycling, Public Works Building,
3210 Cumberland Dr., 8:00 am – 12 noon

At-large, Mayor Pro Tem
Darron Kusman

23

Downtown Development Authority Meeting,
City Hall Conference Room, 6:30 pm

31		

Architectural Review Board, City Hall Conference Room, 7:00 pm

City Staff
City Manager: Jon Walker
Dep City Manager: Al Wiggins
Chief of Police: Kerry Thomas
City Clerk: Emmie Niethammer

August 2019
Chamblee Chamber Lunch Meeting, “Meet the City,”
Chamblee
Civic Center, 11:30 am
		
Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting, Civic Center, 7:00 pm
1

Finance Director: Travis Sims
Parks & Recreation: Jodie Gilfillan
Community & Economic
Development: Catherine Lee
Public Relations: Tisa Moore
Planning & Development
Director: Matt Dickison

5

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

8

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

Contact Information

9

Summer Concert Series Featuring Sister Hazel,
City Hall Park, 6:30 pm

City Hall: 770-986-5010

12

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

13

Chamblee Chamber Cheers, Vintage Pizza with
Frosty Caboose, 5:30 pm

14		 Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm
15		 City Council Public Hearing and Work Session,
Civic Center, 6:00 pm

Police (non-emergency):
770-986-5005
Code Enforcement:
770-986-5009 or
code_enforcement@chambleega.gov
Police Emergency: 911

17		 Electronics Recycling, Public Works Building,
3210 Cumberland Dr., 8:00 am – 12 noon
20		

City Council Meeting, Civic Center, 7:30 pm

Chamblee Chamber HR Law and Best Practices Roundtable,
Chamblee Civic Center, 8 am

Address: 5468 Peachtree Road
Chamblee, Georgia 30341

27

Downtown Development Authority Meeting, 6:30 pm

28

Architectural Review Board, City Hall Conference Room, 7:00 pm

Phone: 770-986-5010
Fax: 770-986-5014
Email: info@chambleega.gov

14 • www.chambleega.gov
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City of Chamblee
5468 Peachtree Road
Chamblee, GA 30341

It’s the best way to reach more than

12,000
Chamblee households
The Signal is the official publication of the City of Chamblee.
It provides the residents of Chamblee with the timely information
on events, activities and news related to the city.
GOT NEWS? Send press releases, announcements and
other materials for consideration to info@chamblee.gov
All material is subject to editing.

470-395-2309
info@chamblee.gov

