Introduction

W

hat once began as a sleepy little
railroad town in 1908, the City of
Chamblee is now DeKalb County Georgia’s
second largest city. The name remains a
mystery: is the city named from the 1885
petition for the U.S. Postal Service to establish
a post office by randomly selecting the name
“Chamblee”; or did the Chamblee family begin
the town?
For years, Chamblee’s history was intertwined
with three entities - dairies, railroads and
the military. In 1917, Chamblee’s dairy land
was transformed into Camp Gordon. After
World War I, Camp Gordon closed, but then
reopened in 1941 as a Navy Flight Training
Center, what is now DeKalb-Peachtree
Airport, Georgia’s second busiest airport.
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After World War II, the city experienced a
growth in its industrial areas, largely based
on the opening of the General Motors plant
in neighboring Doraville. Large corporations
such as Frito-Lay, Kodak and General Electric
built plants along the newly constructed
Peachtree Industrial Boulevard.
In the 1980s, Chamblee changed dramatically.
Many large manufacturing sites downsized
or closed. The city faced a dwindling tax
base and population loss. At the same
time, refugees and immigrants, drawn to
Atlanta’s opportunities and Chamblee’s
affordable housing, began repopulating many
neighborhoods along Buford Highway.

the City Council developed the International
Village overlay. It was the first zoning in metro
Atlanta that allowed mixed-use development
and championed livable, pedestrian-friendly
neighborhoods. The city was rewarded for its
efforts by multi-million dollar redevelopment
along Buford Highway. At the same time, the
city moved to protect its historic town center.
As Chamblee moves into the 21st century, its
history is written in a multitude of languages.
From its foundation as a southern rail town,
residents have built a progressive urban city
that is eagerly awaiting its next transformation.

The 1990 Census outlined Chamblee’s
changing demographics. Seeing this shift,
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Southbound
5394 Peachtree Road
Zagat-rated Southbound combines Southern
mainstays with modern twists—Southern
Ramen, anyone? Top shelf cocktails also
abound, which pay homage to the south: Try
the Hydroponic Azalea, featuring
Montelobos Mezcal, lime and Luxardo.
Starters include Fried Green Tomatoes—but
with goat cheese—and mains include smoked
short ribs (done on those awesome Big Green
Eggs sitting out back) with a sweet potato
mash. Who can resist?
Eat
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BLUETOP
5362 Peachtree Road
While the kitchen is housed in a vintage
Global Van Lines moving van, Zagat rates this
fast-casual dining option as one of Chamblee’s
best. Using local ingredients, favorites include
a lamb sloppy joe, a Snake River Farms burger
and an angry chicken sandwich. Cocktails are
an experience and are not to be missed.
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Hopstix
3404 Pierce Drive
This award-winning Asian brewpub – named
second best in the nation by USA Today –
offers sushi, robata-grilled fare and homebrewed beer, all in the chic atmosphere of
a chef-driven restaurant. Some standouts
include: miso ramen, the super bowl, a sushi
corn dog and the spiced up sliders.
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Gus’s World
Famous Fried
Chicken
5486 Peachtree Road
Gus’s has been delighting patrons with their
“world famous” chicken since 1953. Their
spicy chicken is often accompanied by slightly
sweet beans, slaw and always a slice of white
bread. Their natural, hormone-free chicken is
fried in peanut oil and seasonal specials often
complement the regular menu.
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Lenox
Cupcakes
5392 Peachtree Road
Named after the road founder Marianne
Simpson lived on at the time the shop
opened, Lenox Cupcakes rewards visitors
with different confections each week. For
instance, during the holidays, the bakery
may have Vanilla Snowflake and Gingerbread
cupcakes, while in the middle of summer, one
might find Lemon or Sea Salt Caramel.
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Downwind
Restaurant
& Lounge
2000 Airport Road
It’s a bird, it’s a plane - no really - it’s a
restaurant, it’s a playground, it’s an airport,
all in one: It’s the Downwind Restaurant and
Lounge at the DeKalb-Peachtree Airport.
Known for their stellar view of planes
taking off and landing at the state’s second
busiest airport, Downwind also is home to
handcrafted burgers, fresh seafood and a
variety of daily specials, such as gyros, bar-bque pork, meatloaf, pastrami Reubens and
Philly cheese steak sandwiches. To top it off,
children can play at the playground right on
the property while mom and dad dream about
hopping a plane to their next vacation.
Eat
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Vintage Pizza
5434 Peachtree Road #101
The granddaddy of the Chamblee restaurant
scene, Vintage Pizza has been pleasing palates
since 2005. Whether a [mega] slice fits the
bill at lunch—the lunch special comes with
a salad and drink for under $10—or a whole
pie or pasta is in order at dinner, you can’t go
wrong with anything on the menu: meatballs
and sauce, antipasto, spaghetti Bolognese,
anyone? Divided into two sections, families on
one side and adults sans kiddoes on the other,
the restaurant also offers a children’s menu
and conversely, 10 beers on tap.
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Pho Bac
4897 Buford Highway NE
Pleasing palates for 20 years, this pho
favorite is a main stay of Buford Highway.
The extensive menu offers everything from
noodle soups to rice dishes and bánh mì to
vermicelli to puddings and smoothies. At Pho
Bac, the cha giò is quite popular and comes
in either pork, shrimp or vegetables. The bread
on the bánh mì is some of the best French
bread around.
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Frosty
Caboose
5435 Peachtree Road
A favorite of children of all ages, the Frosty
Caboose continues to delight! Known for
locally sourced ice cream and the yummiest
shakes, malts and floats in town, treats from
Chamblee’s little, red caboose are available in
non-dairy, gluten-free, egg free or just plain
ol’ traditionally full-tilt creamy goodness. The
Caboose has 36 flavors at all times including
seasonal flavors depending on the time of year!
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Cuba Mia
3979 Buford Highway N
Mirtha Diaz is a staple on the Cuban cuisine
scene. Her original location, Morro Castle in
Midtown Atlanta delighted patrons for nearly
15 years. Now she is proud to call Chamblee
home. Her home-cooked ropa vieja platters
sing with style as does her mojo-marinated
pork. If you are a fan of simplicity, take on the
empanadas or el Cubano. Of course yellow
or white rice with black bean soup are fine
choices to accompany any dish. Then for
dessert—who can resist a mango milkshake?
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Food Terminal
5000 Buford Highway NE
What began as a simple food kiosk selling
noodles in Malaysia, Food Terminal is now one
of Atlanta’s go to spots for authentic Asian-style
street food. Don’t let the 50+ page magazinestyle menu scare you—it draws its influence
from India, Guang Zhou, Hokkien, Teochew
and Hakka provinces because of the early
1900s migration for tin and railroad labor
demand in Malaysia. Of the 125 or so dishes,
there is something for everyone, including
yum yum shrimp, cumin beef skewers and
the Grandma Wonton BBQ pork!
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Oriental Pearl
5399 New Peachtree Road
A consistent favorite in Chamblee for more
than 25 years, this Cantonese restaurant
continues to put out some of the best dim
sum around. From shrimp dumplings to tofu
skin rolls and Chinese eggplant to chives
with shredded pork and myriad dumplings
and ribs, the menu is quite extensive. There
is cart service at specific hours, so if dim
sum is what you’re after, call first. Servers
often will make special items if you don’t see
something on the menu you’d like—just ask!
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Paper
Daisies
5494 Peachtree Road
Dedicated to creating distinctive wedding
invitations, programs and personalized
stationery, Paper Daisies has bespoke
stationery to fill every need. Hand-pressed
note and greeting cards make writing that
special someone a little more fun.
Explore
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Hello Gorgeous
3400 Malone Drive, #2
This quirky, fun boutique offers apparel for
women, accessories, home décor, cosmetics
and jewelry. Looking for a great gift: give
your BFF’s toes a little wiggle room by
picking up a few pairs of funky socks. Love
Sriracha? There’s a sock for that. Or how
about a dishtowel with a saucy quote from
Elizabeth Taylor, who knew? If you want to give
something more special, Anna Balkan’s jewelry
is the ticket, the wrapped semi-precious stone
necklaces are simply divine. Don’t forget the
earrings that go with!

Explore
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The Cook’s
Warehouse
5001 Peachtree Blvd, Suite 520
The Cook’s Warehouse is every epicurean and
wannabe cook’s dream! It is a fantastic store
that offers the best in kitchen cookery, gadgets,
accessories and utensils that will help make your
simple backyard bar-b-que (don’t forget the Big
Green Egg) to holiday dinner shine. Known for
offering the best of the best: Wusthoff, Reidel,
Fagor, All-Clad—need we say more? This gem
also offers cooking classes periodically all while
sipping on a glass of wine! Even if you don’t
cook, it’s a great place to go and browse—it’ll
make your inner Julia Child come screaming
out—trust us!
Explore
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The
Commodore
Tonsorial
Parlor
5498 Peachtree Road
With a vibe that sets itself apart from other
barbershops, The Commodore gives the
modern man a classic cut that’s always in style.
Not only are haircuts offered but beard trims,
clipper cuts, hot towel treatments and full
straight-razor neck shaves are a few of the
services offered.
Explore
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Broad Street
Mercantile
3520 Broad Street
Nestled next to the Chamblee Police
Department, this unique store carries an
equal amount of classic and eccentric gifts,
decorative items and more. Whether you
need great stocking stuffers or Bridesmaids’
gifts, Broad Street Mercantile has you covered.

Shop

37

Bad Daddy’s Burger Bar
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Chamblee is home to one of the most culinary
diverse food scenes in the Metro Atlanta area.
In a time when the lifespan of trendy dishes
are up in a snap, Chamblee offers tried and
true favorites as well as homes to new chefdriven restaurants and brewpubs that have
quickly become mainstays. Let the
gastronomic tour begin!

Beyond historic storefronts are a new
group of entrepreneurs ready to welcome
you into their world. Whether it’s a bridal
shop, stationery store or barber shop, there’s
a whole realm that retains the old charm while
also embracing every modern convenience.
Drop by to get local creations, and share your
Chamblee spirit!

Chamblee embraces the arts, whether they
are visual or performing, local or from around
the world. The city is fortunate to be home
to a local theater as well as a regional visual
arts alliance and an up and coming urban art
collective. Chamblee is even home to the
gallery voted best in Atlanta. Time to let the
senses soak it up!
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Vintage Pizzeria
5434 Peachtree Road #101

The Mad Italian
2197 Savoy Drive

DAS Outfitters
5001 Peachtree Blvd, Suite 530

ZenTea
5356 Peachtree Road

Galla’s Pizza
4849 Peachtree Road

The Cook’s Warehouse
5001 Peachtree Blvd, Suite 520

Taqueria Del Sol
5001 Peachtree Blvd, Suite 910

Downwind Restaurant and Lounge
2000 Airport Road

Dutchman’s Designs
5490 Peachtree Road

The Alden
5070 Peachtree Blvd, Unit B-140

57th Fighter Group
3829 Clairmont Road

Carrie’s Bridal Collection
3524 Broad Stree

Food Terminal
5000 Buford Hwy NE

Lee’s Bakery
4005 Buford Hwy NE

IDEA Gallery
5346A Peachtree Road

Bad Daddy’s Burger Bar
5070 Peachtree Blvd

Moonbird Coffee
5394 Peachtree Road

Dryad’s Dancing
5655 Peachtree Road

Pho 24
4646 Buford Hwy NE

Oriental Pearl
5399 New Peachtree Road

The Little House of Art
5522 New Peachtree Road #10

The Halal Guys
4929 Buford Hwy NE

Old Brick Pit Barbeque
4805 Peachtree Road

Southeastern Fiber Arts Alliance
3420 W Hospital Avenue

Ruchi Bangladeshi Cuisine
4847 Peachtree Road

Hello Gorgeous! Boutique
3400 Malone Drive #2

Onion Man Productions
5522 New Peachtree Road #111

PONKO Chicken
2896 Chamblee Tucker Road

Hollywood Feed
5001 Peachtree Blvd, Suite 605
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