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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
THE PROJECT
In the first quarter of 2017, the City of Chamblee initiated a project to develop the Peachtree Road
Streetscape design to determine the best solutions for the roadway, sidewalk, and amenities along the
Peachtree Road Corridor in the heart of downtown Chamblee, as well as the extensions of the
Chamblee Rail Trail. The corridor presents ongoing challenges to developing a walkable, bikeable
environment because of the constraints of the existing built environment—existing structures of
historic interest, railroad and MARTA lines, and established infrastructure contribute to the context of
the corridor studied. The concepts presented herein and the methods for gathering public input are
based on deference to that context through transitions and adjustments designed to enhance the
character of the area, rather than transform it.
The project was broken into overlapping tasks that navigated the City through a process to work within
the constraints and build upon a feasible and successful downtown.
Task 1: Information Gathering/Existing Conditions
Task 2: Concept Development
Task 3: Community Engagement
Task 4: Concept Conclusion
Task 5: Adoption by City Council
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Existing Conditions
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
PRIOR PLANNING EFFORTS
The project for streetscape improvements along Peachtree Road and completion of Rail Trail segments
1, 4, 5 and 6 are guided by the City of Chamblee and input from residents, business owners, and other
key stakeholders. These planning efforts for Peachtree Road and implementation of the Chamblee Rail
Trail extension are supported by the vision, goals and policies of previously adopted studies and plans.
These studies and plans include:
City of Chamblee Comprehensive Plan (last updated in 2016);
Downtown Renaissance Plan (2015);
Chamblee Rail Trail Extension Study (2016)
Chamblee Town Center Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) (2001) and LCI 10-Year Update (2014);
Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) (2015); and
Chamblee Community Active Living Plan (2011).
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The Comprehensive Plan provides the vision for the
future of the City, with short and long term
implementation plans for investments to achieve that
vision. The vision of the City, “aspiring to be a healthy,
vibrant, safe environment where residents live, work, play
and grow in a diverse community valuing families and
neighbors, respecting the historic qualities of our city,” is
supported by the overarching goals of creating a greater
sense of community identity, supporting a thriving
business environment, promoting a healthy and safe living
environment, developing and maintaining strong multimodal connections and providing quality government
services.
The Comprehensive Plan divides the City into twenty distinct character areas, each with a unique
vision and implementation measures. Beginning at the west boundary and heading east, Peachtree
Road traverses the Peachtree Boulevard, Mid City, City Center, GM Village and Motor Mile character
areas. The Peachtree Boulevard, Mid City and City Center character areas contain segments of the Rail
Trail and its planned extensions. The implementation measures for the Peachtree Boulevard Corridor
area specifically call for the City to “plan for and invest in a community street, trail and sidewalk
network that is friendly to alternative modes of transportation.” The Mid City area, which includes the
area around the north entrance to the Chamblee MARTA rail station, calls for the City to “create a
blueprint for streetscape improvements,” “provide safe and convenient access to the future Chamblee
Rail Trail Extension,” and “improve pedestrian connections to the MARTA station through the
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
maintenance of and investment in streetscape elements such as sidewalks, fountains, and parks/green
space.” Measures for the City Central area desire to “construct streetscape improvements along Broad
Street and Peachtree Road,” “plan for and invest in a community trail network, building on the
Chamblee Rail Trail,” and “support public artwork to commemorate the city’s history and future
vision.” The GM Village and Motor Mile areas call for, respectively, “enhancing connections between
disconnected areas,” such as across the MARTA rail line, and to “implement urban design standards
that incorporate street furniture, lighting and landscaping that create a recognizable character for the
corridor and improve walkability.”
SHORT TERM WORK PROGRAM (COMPREHENSIVE PLAN)
The Short Term Work Program (STWP) section of the Comprehensive Plan identifies specific
implementation actions to be achieved during the five year period, 2014-2019 that are central to the
development of these concept plans. Current action items include to “Build the Chamblee Rail Trail
Multi-Use Greenway (PW.15); “Build Corridor Improvements along Peachtree Rd from Clairmont Road
to Pierce Road” (PW.19); “Build Corridor Improvements along Peachtree Rd” (PW.20); and “Build
Pedestrian Crosswalk Improvements at Peachtree Rd at Pierce Road” (PW.25). Included among the
implementation plans is the need to “invest in aesthetic streetscape treatments, such as street trees,
pedestrian lighting, community banners, and gateway monuments and way-finding signage, including
improvement along Chamblee Dunwoody Road and Peachtree Road,” as a short term goal, and to
“integrate the Chamblee Rail Trail Extension through the downtown area,” as a long-term goal.
DOWNTOWN RENAISSANCE PLAN
The Downtown Renaissance Plan refers to Peachtree Road as Chamblee’s “main street.” That plan
focuses on Peachtree Road and explores solutions to the issues affecting the vibrancy of the
downtown area. The main issue identified in the Plan is a lack of pedestrian-focus. Wide moving street
lanes, lack of aesthetic elements, such as vegetation and public artwork, and most importantly, a lack
of proper sidewalks and crosswalks for safety are identified as issues holding back the success of the
downtown area.
The culmination of these prior
planning efforts support and
identify the development of
concept and construction plans for
the Peachtree Road Streetscape
and Rail Trail Extension as pivotal
next steps in building on the
success of Chamblee’s downtown.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
TOWN CENTER LIVABLE TOWN CENTERS INITIATIVE
(LCI)
A 2001 LCI study for Chamblee’s downtown area
focusing on transit oriented development (TOD)
around the Chamblee MARTA rail station, found that
progress on the corridor should prioritize walkability
and bikeability. A 2014 updated expanded the Town
Center LCI study boundary to encompass 300 acres
between New Peachtree Road and Peachtree
Boulevard and from Clairmont Road east to Ingersoll
Rand Way. The study provided a survey of the
sidewalk network and gaps along the route, including
that of Peachtree Road and adjacent streets Pierce
Drive, Malone Drive, American Industrial Way, Chamblee Dunwoody Way and Broad Street, and made
recommendations for streetscape improvements to enhance the quality of life in the area.
UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE (UDO)
The City’s Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) has twelve stated purposes, eight of them which are
supportive of the planning and construction of the proposed Rail Trail Extensions and the Peachtree
Road Streetscape Project. Most notably, the UDO, seeks to
• Encourage an aesthetically attractive environment, both built and natural, and to provide for
regulations that protect and enhance these aesthetic considerations;
• Improve the City's appearance;
• Further traffic safety and a multi-modal transportation network;
• Protect property against blight and depreciation;
• Implement relevant elements of the City's adopted comprehensive plan and other adopted
plans and policies.
CHAMBLEE COMMUNITY ACTIVE LIVING PLAN
The Chamblee Community Active Living Plan (ALP) was completed by the DeKalb County Board of
Health in 2011 to address the City’s infrastructure needs to keep residents active and improve health
and wellness. The study includes assessments of walkability and bikability of the entire City using
assessment tools developed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Pedestrian and
Bicycle Information Center and Federal Highway Administration, and made recommendations on how
to address the barriers that make walking and biking difficult in key areas. Among the suggestions the
plan made include adding bicycle facilities, enhancing sidewalks, installing crosswalks, updating
facilities to be ADA compliant, constructing multi-use trails, and encouraging pedestrian and bicycle
activity generally. Improvements identified in the project would better connect the area around the
MARTA rail station with other areas of downtown.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
PEACHTREE ROAD – EXISTING CONDITIONS
Traveling north from Atlanta and through Brookhaven, Peachtree Road, which varies from four to six
lanes, reduces to a two-lane road with a center turn lane just past the point where it diverges from
Peachtree Boulevard in the City of Chamblee. Peachtree Road and the railroad are as historically
significant to Chamblee, just as they are important to the success of downtown Chamblee in modern
times. Peachtree Road is often referred to as the City’s “mainstreet,” as it transports vehicles and
pedestrians to and from downtown Chamblee. Wide, fast moving travel lanes and the lack of adequate
facilities needed to create a safe and inviting pedestrian environment. The City made recent
investments along the corridor to install sidewalks along the south side of Peachtree Road, between
Pierce Drive and City Hall, where there had previously been none..
When the City incorporated in 1908, its first boundaries were roughly one half mile in all directions
from a rail depot that existed near the location of the present day Norfolk Southern rail office at the
intersection of Peachtree Road and American Industrial Way. No paved roads existed at the time, but a
well-developed network of railroad tracks and spurs was in place. Today, trains and railroad tracks are
still a defining image of the City. With much of the development in the City centered around the
Chamblee MARTA Rail Station and the area on Peachtree Road from Peachtree Boulevard to Broad
Street, and the planning and implementation of the nearby Rail Trail, a multi-use pedestrian and
bicycle path with tie-ins to Peachtree Road, Peachtree Road’s importance as a corridor for commerce
and connectivity is ever the more prevalent.
RAIL TRAIL– EXISTING CONDITIONS
An idea to re-inhabit the City’s abandoned railroad right-of-way for a multi-use path was borne out of
the City’s 2000 LCI study. The existing Rail Trail is a tremendous amenity for the Chamblee community
that is somewhat underutilized as a result of its infancy and lack of current connectivity to other
amenities. The community survey conducted during this concept process identified 24 percent of
respondents who were not aware that the Rail Trail existed. Of those surveyed, 54 percent of
respondents indicated one of the following three features would be the best enhancement to the
current Rail Trail: park destinations, wayfinding and mile markers or a longer route. The current length
of the Trail is approximately 0.6 miles long, and the concepts proposed herein Would add an additional
0.9 miles.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
KEY FINDINGS AND THEMES
Several hundred residents, property and business owners provided input during the development
of the concept plans for the Peachtree Road Streetscape and Rail Trail Extension projects.
Opportunities included a community survey, property owner’s open house and a community event
titled the Mid-City Stroll. A summary of these opportunities is included in this report with more
detailed information may be found in the Appendix. Several themes emerged during these events.
Most notably, there is a strong desire to preserve the character of downtown Chamblee, improve
mobility and energize the City with new businesses and pedestrian activity.
Participants expressed a strong desire to maintain and enhance the existing character of downtown
Chamblee. Most indicated that the improvements would benefit the area with nearly all
participants in the Mid-City Stroll event rating the concepts as good or excellent. Many also
expressed that the extension of the Rail Trail would add to the character of the area.
Increased mobility for pedestrians and bicyclists emerged as a central desire. Several participants
voiced concerns about a current lack of adequate sidewalks to connect points of interest in the
area. Special attention was giving to the lack of bicycle facilities with images of bike lanes, multiuse trails and shared bicycle stations getting high marks from participants. In addition, 63% of
survey respondents stated that they prefer to walk to get around in downtown Chamblee indicating
a demand for the proposed improvements.
Most participants hope that the proposed improvements allow people to more easily use
downtown streets and sidewalks to visit existing business. At the same time, they hope that the
improvements will allow for new attractions in the area to energize downtown. This energy was
especially directed toward creating opportunities for evening dining and entertainment. In fact,
97% of survey respondents said that they would prefer to visit the downtown area in the evening.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION EFFORTS
A combination of public notification methods were used to
inform the public about opportunities to get involved in
the planning process. These included social media posts,
press releases, City newsletter articles and City webpage
postings. In addition, City staff members visited several
businesses in the study area to discuss the draft plans and
inform them of upcoming public input opportunities.
There were also direct mailings to property owners (see
Figure 1) for the property owner’s open house and
postcards (see Figure 2) were mailed to each resident of
the City for the Mid-City Stroll event. This postcard
included information about the project, a link to the
community survey and an invitation to the Mid-City Stroll.
Posters (see Figure 3) were also distributed to local
businesses to notify their customers about the event. The
Mid-City stroll was the largest effort to gather feedback
from the community and is described in detail in later
sections of this report.

Figure 1

In all, several hundred people participated in these public
input opportunities.
The vast majority of these
participants were highly supportive of the City’s plans to
expand the Rail Trail and complete the Peachtree Road
Streetscape project.

Figure 2

Figure 3
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
COMMUNITY SURVEY
A community survey was created and posted online to receive input on the project. The survey was
posted on the Development Department’s webpage and was open to the public from August 3rd to
September 12th. During that time, 102 surveys were completed. The survey included questions about
both the Peachtree Road Streetscape and the Rail Trail Concept Plan.
PEACHTREE ROAD STREETSCAPE
The following represents a summary of responses from questions related to the Peachtree Road
Streetscape project:



78% of respondents live nearby and 6% were business owners;
28% responded that the character of building architecture will have the largest impact
on the image and identity of downtown, 25% said quality of infrastructure and 19% said
activities and events;



24% responded that public open space would most enhance the feel of downtown, 22%
said sidewalks and 19% said bicycle facilities;
50% responded that supporting local businesses with enhanced sidewalks and outdoor
seating and display areas should be the primary function of downtown, 20% said
providing easy access for pedestrians and bicycles and 17% said providing public space
and opportunities for gathering;
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT









63% of respondents prefer to walk around downtown, 57% prefer to drive in an
automobile and 27% prefer to ride a bicycle;
85% of respondents ranked sidewalk cafes as the most likely amenity to attract more
people downtown, 61% said street festivals and 42% said bike lanes and public art;
When asked what amenities would be preferred along downtown streets, 74% said trees,
58% said street furniture and 57% said public gathering spaces.

In terms of landscaping, most people (80%) prefer shade trees, while 61% prefer droughttolerant and native plants;
90% of respondents would utilize downtown for dining, 77% for socializing and 54% for
nightlife;
97% of respondents would prefer to visit in the evening, 53% in the afternoon and 37% at
lunchtime; and
If additional activities and amenities are added in the area, 71% would visit weekly and
25% would visit daily.

RAIL TRAIL
The following represent the most common responses from questions related to the Rail Trail Concept
Plan project:



76% of respondents were familiar with the Rail Trail and 24 % were not;
53% currently use the Rail Trail and 27% do not;
14
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64% responded that the availability of multi-use paths was one of the biggest barriers to
walking, running and biking in the City; 57% said availability of sidewalks; and 47% said
safety;
46% of respondents said that a longer route would most enhance the Rail Trail, 26% said
retail and dining along the route and 12% said lighting for early morning or nighttime use;

84% responded that walking would be the most common use of the Rail Trail, 65% said
leisure/exercise and 50% said biking; and
When asked how frequently do you or would you visit the Rail Trail, 61% responded
weekly, 22% monthly and 15% daily;

In addition, there was one open-ended question titled, “Anything else you’d like us to know?” Over 35
individuals included additional comments here (see appendix for all responses). Some were general
comments, while others were more project specific recommendations. Comments included requests
to provide additional connections, preserve the character of downtown Chamblee, public safety
concerns, implementation timeframe, traffic, bicycle safety and land use.

15

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PROPERTY OWNER’S OPEN HOUSE
An invitation-only open house was held at the Development Department on Wednesday, September
6th from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. This open house served as an opportunity for property owner’s along the
limits of the Peachtree Road & Rail Trail projects to see the draft concept plans up-close and personal.
Staff was available to guide attendees through each concept board and answer any specific questions
or concerns. 105 property owners were identified along the two corridors and were invited to attend
the meeting. Each property owner received a letter summarizing the project and a printed copy of the
concept plan section that is adjacent to their property.
Fifteen individuals signed-in at the open house. Each attendee was given post-it notes to provide
comments on the concepts (see appendix). Most comments were project-specific in terms of potential
property owner impacts. Other comments were related to the overall excitement of the
improvements to the corridor. Each attendee was also given a comment card to complete. Three
individuals submitted a completed card with additional comments.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
MID-CITY STROLL
The most substantial opportunity for public involvement was the Mid-City Stroll. This event was held
on Thursday, September 7th from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The Mid-City Stroll was an event-style public
involvement opportunity that allowed people to experience the corridor as it exists today and provide
input on the proposed changes. The City partnered with
Tactical Urbanism: An approach to
local businesses along the corridor to create a street
neighborhood building that uses shortfestival event that highlighted several of the proposed
term, low-cost, and scalable interventions
changes through tactical urbanism demonstration projects.
and policies to catalyze long term change.
The event began at Hello Gorgeous (a local boutique and café) and ended at Southbound, a local
restaurant. Over 20 staff members and volunteers managed the event. The stroll included seven
interactive stops where different methods were employed to receive feedback on the draft plan and to
identify future needs for Peachtree Road and the Rail Trail. Printed concept boards were located at
each interactive stop where participants were also given post-it notes to provide general comments on
the concepts. These comments were compiled into one document and were reviewed by the Project
Team for potential revisions to the draft plan (see appendix).
Other points of interest were highlighted on the map (see below) to promote local businesses.
Attendees were encouraged to purchase food and drinks while visiting any stops located inside of one
of several local restaurants along the route. They were also encouraged to visit other spots such as
local antique stores and the I.D.E.A. art gallery. A summary description of each interactive stop, the
public involvement activities available at each stop, and the public input received follows.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
CROSSWALKS
Currently, there are several intersections without adequate crosswalks. As part of the event, all major
intersections along Peachtree Road between Chamblee Tucker Road and American Industrial Way were
converted to temporary 3-way stop intersections. Police Officers were located at each intersection to assist
with traffic management and safe pedestrian crossing. Staff created temporary crosswalks at Peachtree
Road and Miller Drive, Peachtree Road and Chamblee Dunwoody Way and at the future Rail Trail Crossing
across Malone Drive. In addition, temporary sidewalks portions were created along Pierce Drive to connect
to areas that currently do not include adequate pedestrian accessibility. Cornstarch paint, white tape and
temporary stop signs were used to create these crosswalks.

INTERACTIVE STOP A: HELLO GORGEOUS
Stop A served as the welcome center and starting
point for the Mid-City Stroll. Here, participants
were given an activity guide that included the
stroll map and other information about the
project. In additional, scavenger hunt guides
were available for children attending the event.
128 people signed-in at Stop A (It is estimated
that up to 25 additional participants started at
other stops and did not sign-in). Each attendee
was also given a Mid-City Stroll sticker so that
staff located throughout the stroll would know
that they had signed-in at the welcome table. A
project overview was giving to each attendee at
this event along with more detailed information
about the concept plans for nearby Rail Trail
Segments 1 and 4.
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INTERACTIVE STOP B: MARTA
Stop B was setup on a large greenspace located in front of the Chamblee MARTA station. This is currently an
underutilized property that is surrounded by a fence that restricts access to the station entrance where the
plan envisions a future park. This stop included one of several tactical urbanism demonstration projects. In
this case, the outside lane of northbound Peachtree Road was closed for the event. Landscape material and
parking cones were utilized as barriers to create a temporary multiuse trail and temporary benches were
constructed along the sidewalk. A food truck, bicycle rental display, yoga in the park, and other events were
stationed in this area. Concept boards for Peachtree Road from McGaw Drive to Miller Drive were on
display. In addition, a dot-exercise board was included where people could indicate what proposed
amenities they liked and disliked visually (see below).

PUBLIC INPUT: DOT EXERCISE BOARD
#15

#1

#14

#2

#3

I Like
It

#13

I Don’t
Like It
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
INTERACTIVE STOP C: HOPSTIX
Stop C was hosted by Hopstix, a local restaurant, located
on Pierce Drive. Attendees could view and provide
comments on the Peachtree Road Streetscape Concept
Plan from Miller Drive to Pierce Drive at this location. In
addition, participants had the opportunity to complete a
visual preference survey. This survey was set on a loop and
attendees could start the survey at any point during the
presentation. Fifty images were shown and each image
was ranked from 1 to 5 with a 1 indicating that the image
does not appeal to the viewer and a 5 meaning that the
image was a “must have” for the viewer. 95 people
completed the survey during the Mid-City Stroll. The full
results of the survey are located in the appendix
(attached), while highlights of the survey are shown below.

PUBLIC INPUT: VISUAL PREFERNCE SURVEY

Favorite Amenity

Favorite Crosswalk

Favorite Sidewalk

HIGHEST RATED OVERALL:

LOWEST RATED OVERALL:
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
INTERACTIVE STOP D: BUYMD.NET
Stop C took place at BuyMD.net, an office, located on Pierce
Drive. This stop highlighted a potential large park opportunity
along the Rail Trail. In addition, the Concept Plans for Segments
5 and 6 of the Rail Trail were also on display for questions and
comments. There were activities for kids available at this stop,
including a bounce house and video game truck, to simulate
the future active uses a park would provide. This stop included
an opportunity to provide input on what park features should
be included in future greenspaces along the Rail Trail and
Peachtree Road. Each attendee was given 10 coins to spend on
park amenities that they felt were most needed in the area. 11 “piggy bank” boxes were available
representing different park amenities with representative photos. This exercise challenged participants to
think about how they would budget and prioritize limited funds to create a high-quality and usable park.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
INTERACTIVE STOP E: BLUE TOP
Stop E was hosted by Blue Top, a local restaurant, located on Peachtree Road. The Concept Plan for the
Peachtree Road Streetscape project between Pierce Drive and Chamblee Dunwoody Way was on display at
this location. In addition, representatives from Stantec
were on-hand to discuss the role of autonomous vehicle
infrastructure on the corridor. At this location, attendees could
complete electronic or hard copies of the community survey. In
addition, a dot exercise was available that allowed the public to
weigh-in on the design of wayfinding signage along the Rail Trail.

INTERACTIVE STOP F: PARKING LOT
Stop F was another tactical urbanism
demonstration project. This stop was located at a
City-owned parking lot located at the intersection
of Chamblee Dunwoody Way and Peachtree Road.
This parking lot was converted into a temporary
park for the evening with indoor/outdoor carpet
to substitute for grass, picnic tables, temporary
tables made out of cable spools and temporary
landscape materials. Board games and yard
games were provided to simulate a potential
future plaza with outdoor activities.
An
interactive public input opportunity was provided
through two “graffiti wall” banners that asked
what people wanted to see on Peachtree Road
and the Rail Trail. Full size images are included in
the appendix (attached).
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
INTERACTIVE STOP F: SOUTHBOUND
Stop E was the final stop on the Mid-City
Stroll route and was hosted by the
restaurant, Southbound. At this location,
attendees were able to select a prize for
completing the stroll, ranging from a
Mid-City Stroll Frisbee to toys for kids.
Participants were also asked to complete
a comment card asking about their
overall impression of both sets of
concept plans and the Mid-City Stroll
event. 50 responses were received. 43
people rated the event as excellent, while
the remaining 7 rated the event as good.
37 rated the overall concept for
Peachtree Road as excellent and 13 rated
it as good. For the Rail Trail, 31 rated the
overall concept as excellent; 12 rated it
as good and 1 person rated it as fair. All
comments are included in the appendix
(attached).

Comment Card Responses
40
35

37
31

30
25
20
13

15

12

10
5

0

0
Excellent

Good

0

No Opinion

Peachtree Road Streetscape

1

0
Fair

0

0

Poor

Rail Trail Concept
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CONCEPT DESIGNS – SEGMENT LOCATION PLANS
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RAIL TRAIL – SEGMENT 1
Segment 1 of the Rail Trail
Extension represents the trail
head for the downtown
portion of the trail. Here,
visitors may choose to take
the off-street path toward the
existing sections of the trail
that eventually travel east, or
they may travel along
Peachtree Road for the most
direct route to downtown
dining and shopping.
The colorful ribbons on the
concept
plan
represent
wildflower beds that require
minimal maintenance and
attract pollinators. Various
shade structures and trees
may be installed to make this
pocket park a quiet respite for
visitors who have been on the
trail for some distance, or an
enticing beginning to a walk or
ride.
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RAIL TRAIL – SEGMENT 4
Segment 4 runs behind the Peachtree Malone Lofts
and crosses Malone Drive at the southern property line
of the North DeKalb Senior Center. As all trail and
sidewalk crossings have been designed in this concept,
the crosswalk will be raised across Malone Drive to
keep the elevation continuous for the pedestrian so
that the movement of the pedestrian traffic is
prioritized, and the automobile traffic along the street
is encouraged to slow down.
There are a number of existing constraints along this
segment, including topography and the need to
relocate existing private amenities. While the dog park
relocation is proposed as a private amenity, there was
significant public response that warrants exploration of
a public dog park in the City’s park system.
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RAIL TRAIL – SEGMENT 5

Segment 5 of the Rail Trail Extension changes character significantly from other portions of the
trail. Here, the materials of the trail are proposed to transition into a durable concrete
boardwalk-style material and become elevated from ground-level. Industrial-style metal cables
enclose the boardwalk where grade necessitates a barrier, and the path leads into a slightly more
remote destination with a little more natural context than the other segments.
The design of this segment anticipates and plans for a future connection leading to the north,
connecting to Peachtree Boulevard behind the proposed Attiva Malone development. The City
should continue to identify spurs off the main route to expand the mileage and connectivity of
the trail system to amenities and services.
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RAIL TRAIL – SEGMENT 6

Segment 6 provides an
opportunity for a large park.
Several
amenities
were
proposed to the public,
including a ropes course,
zipline, interactive fountain,
and bocce courts to appeal to
an array of age cohorts and
complement the uses that are
beginning to redevelop in
close proximity to the
proposed park. A potential for
a future expansion of this park
is also identified.
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RAIL TRAIL – SIGNAGE
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STREETSCAPE– SEGMENT 1

The Segment 1 streetscape along Peachtree
Road originates in the same area as Segment 1
of the Rail Trail Extension. The 12 foot multiuse path begins on the northern side of
Peachtree Road, just east of its intersection
with McGaw Drive. Sidewalks are proposed
along the southern portion of the road as well
to implement the City’s Complete Streets
Policy.
The path affords bicyclists and
pedestrians have an off-street route of travel
into downtown and is designed with amenities
like bike racks, benches, and trash and recycling
receptacles along the extent of the route.
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STREETSCAPE– SEGMENT 2

Smart Intersections address areas near urban intersections. Often, these intersections have high to
saturated demand and are controlled by traffic lights. The traffic situation is characterized by high total
traffic demand from a variety of road users with differing requirements: motor vehicles, public
transportation, cyclists, pedestrians, and emergency vehicles. The focus of smart intersections is on
innovative vehicle and traffic technologies that enable efficient, environmentally, climate-friendly traffic
at urban intersections. The solutions will also help road users that have different requirements and
priorities to coexist within the confined space for traffic movements that is typical of urban
intersections. A road diet is proposed along Peachtree Road that will accommodate these
improvements, encourage slower speeds, and develop a more attractive downtown street for
downtown commerce and pedestrian activities.

A pedestrian scramble, also known as scramble
intersection, is a type of traffic signal
movement that temporarily stops all vehicular
traffic, thereby allowing pedestrians to cross
an intersection in every direction, including
diagonally, at the same time. It prioritizes
pedestrians over vehicles only during a portion
of the traffic control cycle, but it prioritizes
vehicles over pedestrians for the remainder of
the cycle. Its benefits for pedestrian amenity
and safety have led to new examples being
installed in many countries in recent years.
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STREETSCAPE– SEGMENT 3

Segment 3 presents a unique opportunity to program the
underutilized space in front of the MARTA Station. Currently, the
landscaped section is segregated from the station entrance by a
fence and a lack of cohesive circulation. The concept proposes to
connect the station to this space as a plaza area and mobility hub.
Building on the environment that already exists with mature trees
conducive to lingering, the concept links the function of the
station to complementary uses along the street—bikeshare
program, circulator shuttle, and small-scale retail and service
spaces.
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STREETSCAPE– SEGMENT 4

Segment 4 of the streetscape along
Peachtree Road picks up to the east of
the MARTA station, where the
constraints of the built environment
begin to limit the flexibility of the
roadway. Bounded by the railroad
along the south and existing buildings
to the north, the multi-use path has
been designed to route up Pierce Drive
to eventually connect back into an offstreet path and portions of the Rail
Trail Extension.
The sidewalk
continues along Peachtree Road, and
space has been designed into the
streetscape to allow for on-street
parallel parking and the future
development of supplemental zones,
to be activated by tenants along the
streetscape.
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STREETSCAPE– SEGMENT 5

Segment 5 extends the remainder of the length of
Peachtree Road that continues to be bounded by existing
structures, infrastructure, and components of the
railroad. Simple streetscape elements are applied along
this section to ensure pedestrian connections promote
the vibrancy desired in Chamblee’s downtown district.
Pocket parks and plazas will be incorporated to promote
concentrations of activity along the route that serve as
amenities to tenants and patrons as well.
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STREETSCAPE– SEGMENT 6

Segment 6 picks up on the eastern
portion of Ingersoll Rand Drive, just
past the Town Center Study area
being conducted subsequent to this
process. Ultimately, the plans will
coordinate designs, but the focus of
each plan will be incorporated into
their respective processes.
The
northern side pf Peachtree Road is
more conducive to the 12 foot-wide
trail given existing topography and
available right-of way.
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STREETSCAPE– SEGMENT 7
The final segment of the concept design,
Segment 7, extends toward the City’s eastern
corporate limits. This segment will connect
downtown Chamblee to the ongoing and
future developments at the GM site, where a
trail network and other amenities are
currently planned. A roundabout has been
proposed as an optional traffic solution for
both the difficult curve of the road and the
intersection of a new roadway proposed to
be connected to the GM site.
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

38

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
Project

Duration

Year

Cost

Responsible Party

Details

n/a

Mayor and City
Council

Future applicant-initiated
projects will be required to
follow plan to meet criteria for
amendments and DCIs.

n/a

Mayor and City
Council

Condition applications to the
plan.

Guide Legislative Decisions.
Adopt Peachtree Road and Rail Trail Concept as
addendum to Comprehensive Plan.

1 month

Require implementation of concept plan for private
development through legislative decision-making
process.

On-going

2017

Secure Funding.

Apply for grant funding.

On-going

2017

Matching funds

City Manager

Work with grant writer to
identify funding opportunities
that do not delay
implementation.

Encourage development of "Friends of the Rail Trail" or
similar 501(c)3.

6 months

2019

General Fund

Parks and Recreation

Identify locations along the
trail to sell bricks to help fund
portions of the trail.

Develop local matching program to assist existing
businesses with façade improvements

2-5 years

2018-2022

$25,000 annually

Economic
Development

Finalize Segments 1-7 of the Peachtree Road Streetscape
construction documents.

2 months

2018

underway

Development
Department

Continue current contract for
design services.

Finalize Segment 1 of the Rail Trail construction
documents.

2 months

2018

underway

Development
Department

Continue current contract for
design services.

Finalize Segment 4 of the Rail Trail construction
documents.

4 months

2018

underway

Development
Department

Continue current contract for
design services.

Finalize Segments 5-6 of the Rail Trail construction
documents.

2 months

2018

underway

Development
Department

Continue current contract for
design services.

Generate Construction Documents.

Identify Partners.

39

Coordinate with MARTA to implement transportation hub
and plaza in front of station.

6 months

2019

n/a

Development
Department

Coordinate with MARTA to secure detention pond.

4 months

2018

n/a

City Manager

Coordinate with other agencies and property owners as
identified.

On-going

n/a

Development
Department

Right of Way Acquisition.
6 months

2018

TBD

Development
Department

Release Invitation to Bid (ITB) for construction services by
phase.

2 months

2018-2022

n/a

Development
Department

Draft ITB, and develop
selection committee.

Select contractor and secure contract by phase.

1 month

2018-2022

n/a

Development
Department

Select low bidder of the
qualified firms.

Initiate construction by phase.

Ongoing

2018-2022

See below by phase

Development
Department

$1,800,000

Development
Department

Cost does not include: ROW,
parks, project management,
or burying utilities

$1,500,000

Development
Department

Cost does not include: ROW,
parks, project management,
or burying utilities

$1,200,000

Development
Department

Cost does not include: ROW,
project management, or
burying utilities

In coordination with Parks
and Recreation Department

Acquire right-of-way.

Initiate Construction Process.

Phase 1 - Streetscape Segments 1-3 and; Rail Trail
Segments 1 and 4.

Phase 2 - Streetscape Segments 4-5; Rail Trail
Segments 5 and 6.

Phase 3 - park along Rail Trail Segments 5 and 5 and
MARTA detention pond park.

6-8 months

6-8 months

Ongoing

2018

2019

2020-2022

Ongoing trail and streetscape publicity.
Host annual Mid-City Stroll in the fall.

On-going

$10,000 annually

PR and Marketing

Develop marketing campaign for the Rail Trail.

On-going

$2,000 annually

PR and Marketing

Market projects to potential businesses locating in the
City.

On-going

General Fund

Economic
Development

Page 2 of 3
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Develop an annual Rail Trail tour program.

Pedestrian or bicycle tour of
the City along the trail.

On-going

General Fund

Parks and Recreation

On-going

n/a

City Manager

$200,000

Development
Department

Plan shall assess full
transportation network and
make recommendations for
additional connections.

n/a

City Manager

Coordinate with Town Center
Project.

n/a

City Manager

Connect to other bicycle and pedestrian networks.
Coordinate routes with other jurisdictions and Atlanta
Regional Commission to ensure a complete network is
being planned.
Develop a Comprehensive Transportation Plan.

9 months

2018

Develop amenities to promote transportation
improvements.

Establish convenient parking

On-going

Develop public art installation process along the
streetscape and Trail.

6 months

Proactively support the growth and expansion of
destination and dining and retail establishments.

On-going

2020

n/a

Page 3 of 3

Economic
Development

Recruit more destinations to
increase utilization of the
streetscape and Rail Trail.
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Survey of Visual Preferences
Peachtree Road Streetscape &
Rail Trail Extension
Rank each image 1-5
A score of 1 means you do not want it; and
a score of 5 means you must have it.
1 = Does Not
Appeal to Me

Streetscape:
1

2

3

4 = Looks
Good

3 = No
Reaction

2 = It is Okay

4

5

Crosswalk:
1

No. 1

No. 13

No. 2

No. 14

No. 3

No. 15

No. 4

No. 16

No. 5

No. 17

No. 6

No. 18

Sidewalk:

1

2

3

4

5

5 = I Have to
Have This

2

3

Lighting:

1

No. 7

No. 19

No. 8

No. 20

No. 9

No. 21

No. 10

No. 22

No. 11

No. 23

No. 12

No. 24

2

3

4

5

4

5
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Rank each image 1-5
A score of 1 means you do not want it; and
a score of 5 means you must have it.
1 = Does Not
Appeal to Me

1

Signage
2

3

4

4 = Looks
Good

3 = No
Reaction

2 = It is Okay

Amenities:

5

1

No. 25

No. 45

No. 26

No. 46

No. 27

No. 47

No. 28

No. 48

No. 29

No. 49

No. 30

No. 50

Street
Furniture:
1
2
3
4
5
No. 31

5 = I Have to
Have This

2

3

4

5

THANK YOU!

No. 32
No. 33
No. 34
No. 35
No. 36
No. 37
No. 38
No. 39
No. 40
No. 41
No. 42
No. 43
No. 44
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RESULTS
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APPENDIX A7: “I want…” Banners
Peachtree Road Streetscape & Rail Trail

84

APPENDIX B1: RAIL TRAIL COST ESTIMATES
Peachtree Road Streetscape & Rail Trail
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Peachtree Road Streetscape & Rail Trail
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Peachtree Road Streetscape & Rail Trail
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Peachtree Road Streetscape & Rail Trail
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Peachtree Road Streetscape & Rail Trail
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APPENDIX B2: PEACHTREE ROAD COST ESTIMATES
Peachtree Road Streetscape & Rail Trail
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APPENDIX C: TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Peachtree Road Streetscape & Rail Trail
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TECHNICAL SPECS
See applicable cut sheets to follow.
A. CROSSWALK STANDARDS:
Pedestrian crosswalks shall have a paver field with concrete borders and rail-trail crosswalks shall have
a concrete field with paver borders. See detail.
1. Pavers: Pavestone, Holland Series, Holland Stone concrete paver (80mm thickness
min. ) or approved equal.
2. Paver Color: Pavestone Standard Charlotte Oaks Blend or approved equal.
3. Paver Finish: Pavestone Parkway
3. Paver Pattern: running bond or 90 degree herring bone so that the pattern is square
with the concrete borders.
4. Concrete Borders and base: 18” wide border, 3500 PSI concrete with 5% air-entrained
fiber mesh in the concrete mixture.
5. Concrete Color: Grey
6. Concrete Finish: trowel smooth
7. Concrete Reinforcement: #4 rebar, 16” O.C. both ways.
8. Mortar: 1 part Portland cement, 2 parts masonry cement, 6 parts sand.
9. Paver Joints: hand tight joints with sand broom sweep into joints.
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TECHNICAL SPECS
C. TREE GRATE AND FRAME:
1. Manufacturer: Tree grates and frames shall be as supplied by Urban Accessories, available
through Plaza Inc. 770-232-1470, or approved equal.
2. Type: KIVA model, to be complete with matching steel angle frame.
3. Size: 4’x 4’. Grates shall be Americans with Disabilities Act compliant.
4. Finish: Tree grates and frames shall be supplied with factory applied finish and shall meet or
exceed ADA’s recommended static coefficient of friction for slip resistance of .6.
5. Material: Tree grate material shall be cast iron per ASTM A48, Class 35B. All tree grate
castings shall be manufactured true to pattern and component parts, and shall fit together
in a satisfactory manner. The castings shall be of uniform pattern and quality, free from
blowholes, hard spots, shrinkage, distortion or other defects. Castings shall be cleaned by
sand blasting.
D. DRINKING FOUNTAIN:
1. Manufacture: Most Dependable Fountains, Inc. 5705 Commander Drive, Arlington, TN
38002, Phone: 800-552-6331, or approved equal.
2. Type: 400 Series, Model 440 SMSS
3. Color: Powder-coated Chrome
E. TRASH RECEPTACLE
1. Manufacturer: Victor Stanley, Inc. P.O. Drawer 330 Dunkirk, MD 20754,
Phone: 800-368-2573, or approved equal.
1. Type: Model S-424, 36 Gallon.
2. Color: Powder-coated black.
F. BENCH
1. Manufacturer: DuMor, Inc. P.O. Box 142 Mifflintown, PA 17059. Phone: 800-598-4018, or
approved equal.
2. Type: Bench Series 57 with center arm rest or series 91.
3. Color: Powder-coated black with wood plastic seat with back..
G. PEDESTRIAN LIGHT
1. Manufacturer: Holophane or approved equal.
2. Type: Granville fixture with Grand post. Fixture shall be full cut-off. Poles to be round,
non-decorative, tapered aluminum.
3. Light: LED.
4. Color: Powder-coated black.
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TECHNICAL SPECS
F. STREET LIGHT
1. Manufacturer: Holophane or approved equal.
2. Type: Memphis Series standard teardrop with Boston Harbour crossarm. Fixture
shall be full cut-off. Poles to be round, non-decorative, tapered
aluminum.
3. Light: LED.
4. Color: Powder-coated black.
G. BOLLARD

1. Manufacturer: Holophane or approved equal.
2. Type: Site Link Series, TracBollard
3. Light: LED
4. Color: Powder-coated black.
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