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M
ark your calendar for the 
Chamblee Summer Concert 
Series – an exciting event for 
the whole family. Bring your 

blankets and lawn chairs, or reserve one 
of our VIP tables (downtown concerts 
only) to enjoy an evening of good music. 
Food and beverages will be available 
for purchase on site. Concertgoers may 
also bring their own food and beverages 
(excluding alcohol) if desired.

May 22: China Grove
This top-shelf Doobie Brothers tribute 
band is from the Tampa Bay area. Their 
repertoire spans the many decades 
and styles of the legendary California 
group. From the jammin’ rock of “Long 
Train Runnin,” to the jazzy “Takin’ it to 
the Streets,” and the bluesy “Dark Eyed 
Cajun Woman” to the Grammy-award-
winning pop of “What a Fool Believes,” 
this group blazes through a sizzling 
set of memory-jarring classic hits and 
album cuts with stunning accuracy and 
passion. 

May 22 • July 4 • July 24 • August 28

6:30-10:30 p.m. • Peachtree Park,  
5468 Peachtree Rd. (by City Hall)
July 4 Concert in Keswick Park

continued on page 23

May 22  |  The Doobie Brothers tribute band, China Grove, 
kicks off the Chamblee Concert Series.

July 24  |  Drivin’ N Cryin’

July 4  |  Rupert’s Orchestra

August 28  |  Ricochet performs led by lead 
vocalist, guitarist, and fiddler, Heath Wright
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City News

City of Chamblee
5468 Peachtree Rd.
Chamblee, GA 30341

770-986-5010
Fax: 770-986-5014
chambleega.gov
 

City CounCil

Mayor ....................................... R. Eric Clarkson

District 1 .......................................... John Mesa

District 2 ............................... Leslie C. Robson

District 3  ..........................Thomas S. Hogan II

At-large............................................ Dan Zanger

At-large.............................................Brian Mock

 
City StAff

City Manager  ...........................Marc Johnson

City Clerk ........................Emmie Niethammer

Chief of Police  .......................Donny Williams

Finance Director  ...........................Travis Sims

Parks & Recreation ............ Jennifer Rackley

Public Works  ...................Reginald Anderson

Economic Development ........Adam Causey

 
ContACt inforMAtion

City Hall ................................... 770-986-5010

Public Works/ 
Animal Control ....................... 770-986-5040

Development ......................... 770-986-5024 

Parks & Recreation .............. 770-986-5016

Police Department .............. 770-986-5005

Municipal Court..................... 770-986-5004

Code Enforcement ...............770-986-5005 
code_enforcement@chambleega.gov

Police Emergency  ...................................... 911
 

The Signal is the official publication of the 
City of Chamblee. It provides the citizens of 
Chamblee with timely information on events, 
activities and news related to the city.

Got nEWS? Send press releases, 
announcements and other materials for 
consideration to thesignal@chambleega.gov. 
All material provided is subject to editing.

continued on page 8

new Development ordinances include

Design and Development 
Standards

T
he Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) went to City Council for the second 
time and the City Council held a public hearing on April 16. Adoption seems 
close at hand with possible action on April 21. What are some differences be-
tween the new UDO and the City of Chamblee Zoning Ordinance that was 

passed in 2006?

use regulations
The zoning ordinance had district regulations – regulations specific to each zoning dis-
trict. The new UDO also has district regulations, but it adds use regulations. Use regula-
tions are design and development standards that apply to certain uses, regardless of what 
zoning district they are in. Examples are supplemental use regulations for townhouses, a 
use that has become very popular in Chamblee, but we have had very few rules that ap-
ply to them. Here are some requirements for townhouses from the new UDO:

1. Minimum width of lot: 20 ft. 
2. Minimum lot size: 1,600 sq. ft.
3. Each townhouse shall have a minimum of 200 sq. ft. of private yard space either in 

the front or rear, not including driveways and alleys.
4. Minimum open space shall be 20 percent of gross acreage of the development.
5. Underground utilities are required. No overhead utilities are allowed.
6. Maximum building length shall be eight attached units or 200 ft., whichever is less. 
7. Minimum heated floor area of each townhouse dwelling shall be 1,600 sq. ft.
8. All townhouse dwellings shall include a two-car garage that is either under the unit 

or detached. Garage doors shall be set back at least 18 ft. from the adjacent sidewalk 
(front-access units) or alley (rear-access units) so that a parked vehicle in the drive-
way will not obstruct the sidewalk or alley.

9. All townhouse buildings shall include a continuous sidewalk 5 ft. in width connecting 
front entrances of all dwellings. Front yards shall include at least one tree per dwell-
ing unit and at least one street light for each four units.

10. No individual townhouse driveway shall have access to a public street. A minimum of 
50 percent of townhouse developments with more than 20 units shall have rear-entry 
garages. Alleys are permitted as the principal means of access for these units. See 
320-3 for specifications of alleys.
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ArC Grant Promotes  
Quality Growth and Vibrant, 
Connected Communities
Chamblee and 
MARTA have 
received a Livable 
Centers Initia-
tive (LCI) grant of 
$104,000 from the Atlanta Regional Commis-
sion (ARC). The grant is for a trail concept and 
feasibility study on MARTA property, extend-
ing to destinations throughout Chamblee.

LCI grants help communities create new 
plans for quality growth and help develop in-
novative policies that support more vibrant, 
connected communities. In its latest round 
of grants, ARC awarded $800,000 to eight 
metro Atlanta communities. Since its incep-
tion in 1999, LCI has assisted 112 communi-
ties with more than $194 million in planning 
and implementation grants.

The 2015 LCI grant recipients are Turner 
Field Stadium Neighborhoods Regional Cen-
ter and Locust Grove Town Center. The City 
of Chamblee received one of six remaining 
grants for supplemental studies to help LCI 
communities implement their existing plans 
or complete updates to older plans.

We Appreciate Our Administrative Professionals
During National Administrative Professionals week, April 19-25, the City of Cham-
blee recognized, and expressed appreciation to, these amazing administrative profes-
sionals:

Jill Mullins, 
Public Works

Elaine Dempsey, Police Department, and  
Julie Shrader, Police Department

Elthea Trice,  
City Hall

Jamie Jackson, 
Development Dept.

Marci Hooper Smith, 
City Hall

National Administrative Professionals 
week was formerly known as National 
Secretaries Week, but received its cur-
rent name in 2000. The first observance 
of National Secretaries Week was June 
1-7, 1952, established that year by U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce Charles Sawyer. 
Wednesday, June 4, 1952, was designated 
the first National Secretaries Day. In 
1955, the National Secretaries Associa-
tion changed the dates to the last full 
week of April. 

CHAMBLEE 101  /  Logo

Class Members Tell What They Love About Chamblee
Chamblee 101 had its first class of the year in April, with Mayor Eric Clarkson (left) 

and City Manager R. Marc Johnson officiating. Thirty residents and business 
owners attended, making it our largest class to date! The seven-week program 

educates participants on the city’s history, government, services, 
finances and development. Here’s what this class loves about 
Chamblee:

• Right size

• Convenience

• Small-town feel

• City staff

• Potential for development

• Location, location, location
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City News
from the City Manager’s Desk

Changes to City  
Sanitation Service

E
veryone should be aware by now that 
Chamblee is in the midst of changing 
sanitation and recycle pickup from 
twice a week to once a week. The 

change took effect April 6  for residents who 
were part of the city prior to the most recent 
annexation which occurred on December 30, 
2013. We want to provide residents flexibility 
in the size of cans they use but we had to start 
somewhere. The plan was to begin by provid-
ing everyone with a 95-gallon garbage can and 
35-gallon recycle can. Then we would swap 
out cans as requested to allow for smaller gar-
bage cans or larger recycling cans. This proved to be a bit confusing and caused some to 
worry that they would not get the size can(s) they desired. 

There is no need to worry. To begin with we only purchased half of the garbage and 
recycle cans necessary for the entire city and only a small number of those were 65-gal-
lon cans. We are waiting until we gather as much feedback as possible from the first half 
of the city about size choice so we can more appropriately order containers for the sec-
ond half of the city. Chamblee will begin to provide sanitation service to that recently 
annexed area on July 1, and the containers will be delivered in late June. 

The City is looking at spending roughly $500,000 for all of the containers. While we 
want to provide the desired size as much as possible, we certainly don’t want to buy 
many more than needed.

So, here is how everyone can help ensure you get your choice in sizes without the 
need for the City to buy more containers than necessary. If you have already received 
a garbage and/or recycle container and would prefer a different size, please go to the 
City’s website as soon as possible at chambleega.gov and click on the link in the lower 
right corner of the home page entitled “Garbage and Recycle Container Request Form.” 
Complete the form carefully and be sure to click the submit button at the bottom. Pub-
lic Works will fill these requests as soon as possible, but it may not be until the second 
order of containers is received.

Residents in the recently annexed DECA area are also strongly encouraged to com-
plete the form on the website as soon as possible to pre-order specific size containers. 
Those who do pre-order will have their choices filled before those that do not. Cham-
blee has been a strong proponent of recycling for many years and encourages everyone 
to participate. Since it is safe to say everyone won’t participate, we are not planning to 
order enough recycle containers for everyone. Therefore, if you are thinking of begin-
ning to participate please make sure to order a container now. Otherwise, there could 
be a delay in getting the size container you desire in the future.

Holiday Sanitation Schedule
The public works department will be closed on Monday, May 25, to observe Memorial Day. 
Monday pickups will be done on Tuesday. Tuesday pickups will still be on Tuesday. 

Parks and recreation:

New Staff Members
Director of Parks and Recreation Jennifer 
Rackley has hired three new staff members: 

Program Coordinator Chris Madden, 
who started in February, is responsible 
for planning and implementing special 
events, and coordinating community pro-
grams and facility use. He graduated from 
the University of Georgia in 2012 with a 
degree in Recreation and Leisure Studies. 

Athletics Coordinator Casinious 
Moore, who started in March, oversees 
all Parks and Recreation athletic pro-
gramming and organizes the city’s spring, 
summer and winter camps. He gradu-
ated with a BA in Public Administration 
from Auburn University in 2003 where 
he played on the school’s football team. 
Moore received his Certified Youths 
Sports Administrator Credential (CYSA) 
in January 2015. 

Camp Director 
Anna Templeman is 
a native Atlantan with 
10-plus years of camp 
management expe-
rience. She taught 
special education for 
DeKalb County for 
six years. She looks 
forward to being part 
of Chamblee Parks 
and Recreation and to making this sum-
mer a fun, exciting, and enjoyable experi-
ence for all camp participants.

Anna Templeman

Director of Parks and Recreation Jennifer Rackley (middle) 
with new hires: Casinious Moore (left) and Chris Madden.
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CHAMBLEE SANITATION ROUTES NORTH 2015

Chamblee Sanitation Schedule

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday

Remember
•	 Sanitation (garbage) and recycling services are provided one day per week•	 Weekly leaf pickup and yard waste (grass, brush and trim) continue unchanged

•	 Residents must use city-provided roll carts for sanitation and recycling

Still have  questions? 
Contact 
Chamblee Public Works  770-986-5040 www.chambleega.gov

To look up your  street address and service day, visit Chambleega.gov  

Roll
with the

Changes 

Chamblee Wheels out once-a-Week sanitation service
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CHAMBLEE SANITATION ROUTES NORTH 2015

Chamblee 
Sanitation Schedule

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday

Remember
•	 Sanitation (garbage) and recycling 

services are provided one day per week

•	 Weekly leaf pickup and yard waste 

(grass, brush and trim) continue 

unchanged

•	 Residents must use city-provided roll 

carts for sanitation and recycling

Still have  
questions? 
Contact 
Chamblee Public Works  

770-986-5040 
www.chambleega.gov

To look up your  

street address and 

service day, visit 

Chambleega.gov  

Roll
with the

Changes 

Chamblee Wheels out 

once-a-Week 

sanitation service
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Chamblee Summer Camps 

Fun and Games, Arts and Crafts, and Field Trips 
Camp Chamblee
May 26-June 26 and July 6-Aug. 7 

Available for 
children ages 
6-12, Camp 
Chamblee of-
fers a variety of 
activities that include sports, games, arts 
and crafts, nature walks, swimming, and 
field trips. Camp is held in the Communi-
ty Building in Keswick Park and campers 
have access to all the amenities of the park 
throughout the summer. Each week will 
have a theme and a field trip or a special 
guest. Children are divided by age to 
ensure their activities are appropriate and 
enjoyable for all.

Camp Hours:
Drop off: 7:30-9 a.m. 
Scheduled activities: 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Pick up: 3:30-6 p.m.

Fees: $75 for residents, $100 for nonresi-
dents. Parents will be charged $5 for each 
15 minutes they are late picking up their 
child starting at 6:01 p.m.

Space is limited to 60 campers each 
week and reservations must be made in 
advance. Sign up early – we sell out each 
summer! A $20 deposit is due for each 
week you sign up with the remaining 

balance due each Friday preceding the 
registered week. For more information, 
call Parks and Recreation, 770-986-5016.

Camp Chamblee will not be offered 
June 29-July 3. Try one of these options 
in Keswick Park: British Soccer Camp or 
Forefront Arts “Frozen and Friends” Camp.

British Soccer Camp
Presented by Challenger 
Sports. Children ages 
4-14 can learn from pro-
fessional British soccer 
coaches.

Camper Options:
9-10 a.m. • Mini Soccer • 4-5 yrs • $105
10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. • Mini Soccer 
4-5 yrs • $105
9 a.m.-noon • Half day • 6-14 yrs • $145

9 a.m.-4 p.m. • Full day • 8-14 yrs • $200

Campers will be divided into groups based 
on age and ability. If you would like to be 
a host family and provide lodging for one 
of the coaches, your child will receive an 
$80 discount on registration. Contact Neil 
Lynch, 770-434-5226, or nlynch@chal-
lengersports.com for more information. 
Register by May 15 to receive a free jersey. 
All campers will receive a ball and T-shirt.

forefront Arts ‘frozen & 
friends’ Camp
June 29-July 3

Calling all 
campers who 
love to sing, dance and act! Come learn 
warm-ups, play lots of theatre and improv 
games, and work on our triple-threat 
skills. Campers learn material from favor-
ite fairytale musicals, including “Frozen,” 
“Little Mermaid,” “Aladdin,” “Tangled” 
and “Cinderella,” for the Friday Showcase 
for parents. Campers can audition for 
small ensembles and solos in addition to 
participating in the large group musical 
numbers. Campers receive instruction 
in many aspects of live theatre including 
movement, music, blocking, theatrical 
makeup, and set and costume design. 
Campers are grouped by age and experi-
ence. All levels of experience are welcome.  

Camper Details:
Rising 1st-8th graders
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
$225 (additional siblings save 10 percent)
Performance: Friday, July 3, at 3 p.m.

Early drop-off at 8 a.m. and aftercare until 
5:30 p.m. are available. Register at Fore-
frontArts.com/Camp. Call 770-864-3316 
for more information.

CMS Ecology Club 
Adopts Stream
Chamblee Middle School’s Ecology 
Club has adopted the stream at Keswick 
Park. The students will monitor 150 feet 
of stream quarterly for aquatic life and 
monthly for ph levels, on a rotating basis 
with the 7th grade Science S.T. E. M. 
program. The students are excited about 
this new adventure. Reginald Anderson, 
director of Public Works, joined the club 
on their visit to the stream in March. 
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City News
Chamblee Officers Carry Naloxone to 
Reverse Overdoses and Save Lives

How to Safely Dispose of Expired Drugs

H
eroin abuse is a growing problem 
nationwide, and Chamblee is not 
immune. Law enforcement of-
ficers, often the first on the scene 

in overdose situations, now have new 
treatments available to help save lives in 
the critical moments before emergency 
medical services (EMS) arrive. Our of-
ficers now carry this lifesaving product, 
Naloxone, an antidote for heroin and 
other opioid overdoses. Ours is just the 
third police department in Georgia to do 
so. Recently, officers also began carrying 
EVZIO, a Naloxone auto-injector that has 
visual and voice instructions. The Cham-
blee Police Department purchased the 
overdose reversal drugs with confiscated 
assets seized from previous drug cases. 

In March Chamblee police officers had 
two occasions to use this lifesaving drug. 

In the first instance officers responded 
to a call about a woman reportedly 
overdosing in a hotel room. Officer Ryan 
found the door ajar and the victim inside, 
barely breathing. Officer Ryan applied the 
EVZIO auto injector which improved her 
breathing. An additional dose of Naloxone 
nasal spray administered by Sgt. Collar 
brought her back to consciousness as the 

EMS arrived and put her into the ambu-
lance. 

In late March officers responded to a 
call on the south side of town where they 
discovered a victim who appeared to have 
overdosed on heroin, not responsive and 
not breathing. CPR was administered and 
EMS attempted to revive the victim using 
Nasal Narcan with no result. Sgt. Collar 

and officers Sequi and Yarbrough then ad-
ministered the EVZIO Naloxone autoin-
jector. The victim regained consciousness 
and was transported to the hospital. 

With highly concentrated varieties of 
heroin currently in circulation in metro 
Atlanta, the ability for police to provide 
Naloxone while waiting for EMS is criti-
cal. And it’s important to note that with 
the recently passed medical amnesty 
law, calling 911 in the event of overdose 
provides immunity from arrest for drug 
charges for the victim as well as the per-
son who makes the call. Sadly, in recent 
weeks our officers responded to two fatal 
heroin overdoses where no one made a 
call for help. 

Kudos to Sgt. Collar and officers Sequi, 
Yarbrough and Ryan for their quick work 
in both of these cases. Thank you to 
EVZIO for donating the auto-injectors. 
Thank you to Corporal Matthew Murray 
of Brookhaven PD – who is a police officer 
and a paramedic – for training our officers 
in using the auto-injectors. Special thanks 
to Dr. Ralph Peeler, who is the approving 
medical officer for our Naloxone program.

Misused prescription drugs make up the second largest form of illegal drug use nationwide, 
after marijuana. Unused and expired medicines that remain in home medicine cabinets can be 
subject to such misuse and abuse. Studies show that a majority of abused prescription drugs 
are obtained from the homes of family and friends. Many people also flush medicines down 
the toilet or throw them away, which presents potential safety and health hazards.

The Chamblee Police Department, 3518 Broad St., instituted a year-round drug take-back 
program in 2013. In the department’s lobby there is a pharmaceutical take-back bin provided 
by the National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators, where people can drop off their 
old prescriptions safely. Chamblee PD periodically checks the bin and destroys all drugs. 

Check your medicine cabinet – if you find unneeded and expired prescription drugs stored 
there, gather them up and deposit them in Chamblee PD’s take-back bin. 
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B
ullying is aggressive behavior among school-aged 
children that involves a real or perceived power 
imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has the 
potential to be repeated, over time. Kids who are 

bullied – as well as those who bully others – may have seri-
ous underlying problems. 

 
Bullying behavior includes:

• An Imbalance of Power: Kids who bully use their power 
– such as physical strength, access to embarrassing 
information, or popularity – to control or harm others. 
Power imbalances can change over time and in different 
situations, even if they involve the same people.

• Repetition: Bullying behaviors happen more than once or 
have the potential to happen more than once.

• Making threats

There are three types of bullying:

• Verbal bullying is saying or writing mean things that 
include teasing, name-calling, inappropriate sexual com-
ments, taunting, threatening to cause harm. 

• Social bullying, sometimes referred to as relational bul-
lying, involves hurting someone’s reputation or rela-
tionships. It includes leaving someone out on purpose, 
telling other children not to be friends with someone, 
spreading rumors about someone, embarrassing some-
one in public.

• Physical bullying includes hurting a person’s body or 
possessions, hitting, kicking, pinching, spitting, tripping, 
pushing, taking or breaking someone’s things and mak-
ing mean or rude hand gestures. 

If you witness bullying, don’t just stand by – take action. 
Intervene if it’s safe to do so – and report it!

CoPS CornEr

Help Stop Bullying by 
Recognizing the Signs

Police Department: 

Promotions and New Hires

local Celebrity Promoted to Sergeant
By Captain Ernesto Ford

 
Brian Calamease is no stranger to being in the limelight. He was 
highlighted in an episode of the nationally televised show 48 
Hours (while working for the DeKalb County Police Department) 
and his recent involvement in the arrest of the owner of Capital 
Auto/Truck Sales made national news and is the main topic of 
discussion at the National Odometer and Title Fraud Enforcement 
Association Conference, to be held in Nashville, Tennessee.

Upon graduating from high school Brian entered the U.S. Navy 
and served in the Persian Gulf in support of Desert Storm and 
Desert Shield. After serving on active duty for six years he left the 
military and began his law enforcement career as a corrections of-
ficer working for Phillips State Prison and Atlanta City Jail. 

He later left corrections and began his career as a police officer 
working for the DeKalb County Police Department. He quickly 
moved up the ranks, starting as a patrol officer in the uniform 
patrol division. His assignments with DeKalb County included 
uniform patrol and detective. He was promoted to sergeant in the 
Major Felony Unit and ended his DeKalb County Police career as 
a sergeant in South Precinct.

After 15 years with the DeKalb County Police Department, 
Calamease joined the Chamblee Police Department where his 
hard work and dedication to duty has not gone unnoticed. He was 
promoted to sergeant on Feb. 5 after less than a year of service 
with the Chamblee Police Department.

Executive Assistant
Julie Shrader became executive assistant to the chief in March. 
She is the former supervisor for the 911 division.

Justice Comes to Chamblee 
Max Justice, formerly with Henry County PD, joined Chamblee 
PD in February. We are excited to welcome Officer Justice to the 
team.

Max Justice Julie Shrader Brian Calamease 

Join nextdoor.com  
and Get Quick Answers
Chamblee has been working hard to keep lines of communication 
open with residents. During the Sanitation Roll Out, nextdoor.com 
proved to be a great place for residents to voice questions and 
concerns and get quick answers from public officials. Chamblee 
recommends that all its residents join nextdoor.com. 
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Design and Development Standards
continued from page 2

11. At least 50 percent of townhouse 
facades that face public streets shall 
be constructed of brick, stone, or 
textured masonry units.

12. The facades of adjoining townhouse 
units facing a street shall have archi-
tectural modulation and detail that in-
cludes features such as varied materi-
als and wall planes, varied roof forms 
and roof lines, balconies, porches, bay 
windows, varied window sizes and 
shapes, shutters, entrance doors, side-
lights, pilasters, varied garage door 
designs, and other features to provide 
visual interest.

13. Townhouse facades shall be separated 
from one another by at least 40 feet. 
Townhouse facades shall be at least 
25 feet from the end wall of another 
building. End walls of townhouse 
buildings shall be separated by a mini-
mum of 15 ft.

14. Townhouse developments shall have a 
mandatory homeowner’s association 
that shall own and maintain all com-
mon areas.

Live-work units are a new form of 
development that allows a row of at-
tached residences like townhouses to be 
combined in the same building with small 

offices, shops or studios on the ground 
floor, provided that the proprietor is the 
owner of both the residence that is usually 
upstairs and the shop below. Live-work 
units are ideal for artisans. Live-work 
units are permitted in commercial 
districts as well as in the new NR-3 infill 
Development District. Here are the rules 
for Live-Work Units:
1. Live-work units shall be owner-

occupied mixed-use dwellings that 
are fire separated from adjacent units 
as attached dwellings such as town-
houses or as part of a larger mixed-use 
building.

2. The maximum number of households 
in a single live-work unit shall be two. 

3. The minimum number of live-work 
units in a building is two.

4. Each live-work unit shall contain a 
minimum of 2,400 gross square feet of 
which the non-residential component 
shall be no less than 500 sq. ft. and 
shall be on the ground floor oriented 
to the street.

5. The owner-proprietor of the business 
shall be the owner and occupant of 
the entire live-work unit, including the 
residential unit(s).

6. An occupational tax certificate shall 

be required for operation of a home 
occupation.

7. The business use or activity shall not 
employ more than two persons other 
than the owner-proprietor.

8. Up to 1,400 sq. ft. of the live work 
unit may be used for neighborhood-
scale small business uses and services 
that face the street and have a direct 
entrance from the sidewalk. 

9. Permitted business uses in a live work 
unit shall be one of the following 
types:
a. Professional office, workshop, or 

design studio (art, architecture, 
engineering, jewelry design, real 
estate, marketing, counseling, etc.)

b. Professional services (travel agent, 
hairdresser, nail salon, tanning 
salon, music sales or instruction, 
tutoring, etc.)

c. Specialty retail sales (newsstand, 
books, jewelry, clothing, shoes, 
antiques, confections, coffee/tea, 
ice cream).

d. Other similar uses subject to ap-
proval of the City Manager.

 

Public Works Talks With Seniors
Joe Tipton, assistant director of Public Works, discussed the new sanitation 
rollout and the new roll carts at the April Senior Breakfast. Tipton answered 
questions about the sizes available and assured them that the department will 
continue to give a high level of service, especially to residents with special 
needs. 
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Alicia Wilson (third from the left) from Central Outreach and Advocacy 
Center speaking at Hello Gorgeous on Thursday, March 26.

Chamblee employees sport Torch of Peace shirts to support the special Olympics.

Chief Williams presenting Sgt Pearson with supervisor 
of the year award.

Chamblee Gallery

Share your 
Photos!
Got a grand opening? 
Special event? 
Get the word out 
about anniversaries, 
announcements, and 
honors, too. We want 
to know what you are 
doing in Chamblee! 
Send in your news and 
photos to thesignal@
chambleega.gov. 

Children from the Peachtree Road Lutheran 
Church tour the police department.

Employee Service 
Awards Celebration
At Chamblee’s Employee Appreciation 
Dinner in February, these employees re-
ceived awards for their years of service.

25 years
Cecil King

15 years
Ernesto Ford
Marci Hooper-Smith
Nick Nixon
Rosemary Farrell (part time)

10 years
Mikal Baker
Allyson Shropshire
Shelley Miller (part time)

The Police Department also presented 
awards to officers for outstanding perfor-
mance. 
Supervisor of the Year: Mike Pearson

Citation for Bravery: Robert Bodron and 
Jimmy Oho

Chief’s Award: Danny Harper, Guy 
Antinozzi, Duncan Quarless, Melissa 
Bolden

Lifesaving Award: Atlas Hardy and 
Julieanna Garcia
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Public Works

An inside view of Chamblee’s departments  
and what they do to add value to the city.

The Public Works 
Department strives 

daily to provide a clean 
and safe community for 

Chamblee residents. The 
department’s services 
include animal control; 

recycling and sanitation; 
and maintenance of roads 

and walkways, the storm 
water system, and city 
vehicles and buildings. 

The department’s hours 
of operation are Monday-

Friday, 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Public Works Department
3210 Cumberland Dr.
Chamblee, GA 30341

770-986-5040
770-986-1027 Fax

 

Spotlight

Public Works — Divide and Conquer
Here’s how the Public Works team members divvy up:
Animal Control: 1
Recycing and Sanitation: 13
Roads and Walkway Maintenance: 9
Vehicle Maintenance: 2
Building Maintenance: 1
Storm Water: 5

31
employees

Animal Control
A full-time animal control officer patrols and enforces animal rules and regu-
lations and operates an animal holding facility. Cats and dogs are required to 
wear a collar with a valid vaccination tag.

recycling and Sanitation
Chamblee is committed to providing sanitation and recycling services in a 
professional and efficient manner, as cost effectively as possible. In keeping 
with that goal the city has moved to a once-a-week pick up schedule. Recy-
cling is important in Chamblee. Not only does recycling reduce the cost of 
the city’s landfill bill each year, 
but it also helps keep our landfills 
from filling up and promotes the 
reuse of certain materials, which 
also saves energy. 

Sidewalks and Curbs
The Public Works Department grades, forms, pours, installs, and landscapes 
new sidewalks. They also repair or remove old broken sidewalks when re-
ported, and are responsible for curb raising.

find out more about recycling on page 18.

Solid 
Waste

Organic

Recyling Sweeper
Dirt

3,309 1,397
418 192

2014
Collections by 

the Numbers
(in tons)
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The full crew outside the Public Works Department, 3210 Cumberland Dr.
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Public Works Department supervisors

national Public Works Week – May 17-23 
This year’s theme, “Community Begins Here,” speaks 
to the essential nature of Public Works services in sup-
port of everyday quality of life. National Public Works 
Week is a celebration of the tens of thousands of men 
and women in North America who provide and main-
tain the infrastructure and services collectively known 
as public works.

Events
Public Works Department participates in:
4th of July Fireworks Show
Chamblee 101 Class
Taste of Chamblee
Christmas tree recycling
Touch-a-Truck events

office Staff
Director: Reginald Anderson
Assistant Director: Joe Tipton
Foreman: Olan Roper
Administrative Assistant: Jill Mullins

find out more about recycling on page 18.

192

Director Reginald Anderson and 
Assistant DirectorJoe Tipton
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Jim Ellis Supports Youth  
Baseball Opening Day
Thanks to Jim Ellis Chevrolet and Chevy 
Youth Baseball for their support in a suc-
cessful Opening Day event for Chamblee 
Youth Baseball. Kids got to climb around the 
monster truck while parents took test drives 
of Chevy vehicles to earn money for the 
program. Funds from this partnership will go 
toward new equipment for the teams. Play-
ers also took part in a team parade, bouncy 
houses, and different skills stations. We’re 
having a great season of Chamblee baseball!

P
laza Fiesta, 4166 Buford Hwy., is proud to announce an all-day Cinco de Mayo 
celebration! Come and enjoy this wonderful event honoring Hispanics from 
every corner of the globe. It’s one the whole family can enjoy, with lots of enter-
tainment, live mariachi music, bands, games, contests, raffles prizes, giveaways 

and much, much more. 
Cinco de Mayo (May 5) is a date of great importance for the Mexican community. It is 

a day of celebration for the Mexican victory over French forces at the Battle of Puebla on 
May 5, 1862. Although the Mexican army was eventually defeated, the Batalla de Puebla 
became a symbol of Mexican unity and patriotism. With this victory, Mexico demonstrated to the 
world that Mexico and all of Latin America were willing to defend themselves from any foreign 
intervention, especially from imperialist states bent on world conquest.

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo at Plaza Fiesta

Showing off  
Chamblee by 
Video
Arts Chamblee is hosting their first 
video contest. The community is 
invited to show off their Chamblee 
through a lens (using video, 
animation or photo slide show). To 
submit a video, visit artschamblee.
org/submissions. Submissions are 
due May 8. The project was part of 
Georgia Cities Week. The winner will 
be announced at the first Chamblee 
Summer Concert on May 22.

Signal-0515.indd   12 4/13/15   4:24 PM



CHAMBLEE SIGNAL  |  MAY-JUNE 2015  |  13

Senior Connections Seeks Volunteers

S
enior Connections, a leading pro-
vider of home- and community-
based services in Georgia, seeks 
volunteers for the summer months 

when many dedicated volunteers are 
unavailable. It’s a great way to get started 
with Senior Connections.

The organization prepares more than 
3,000 meals for area seniors daily. Volun-
teer opportunities include:

• Meal Packing in the Chamblee 
Kitchen – 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, three-hour shifts. 

• Meal Packing in Chamblee (Satur-
days) – A minimum of 10 volunteers 
required, four-hour shift. 

• Meals On Wheels Delivery Routes 
(weekdays) – Two-hour time com-
mitment. Route pick-up sites include 
Chamblee, Decatur, and Lithonia.

• Meals On Wheels Delivery Routes 
(Saturday) – Frozen meals only, out 
of the Chamblee delivery site. 9 a.m.-
noon.

• Other: help out at area senior centers, 
administrative and project assistance, 
and help with special events. 

For more information about volunteering, 
visit seniorconnectionsatl.org/volunteer.
html or call 404-488-6167.

Good neighbor Day 
Air Show at PDK 
Airport May 30
This year’s air show at Peachtree-
DeKalb Airport (PDK) will feature 
formation flying by Team AeroDyna-
mix and single-plane acts including 
Gary Rower in his Stearman, Jim 
Tobul in his Corsair, Korean War 
hero Scott Yoak in his P-51Mustang 
(Quicksilver), Larry King in his su-
per-charged Pitts biplane, and Greg 
Koontz in his Xtreme Decathlon. The 
show is sponsored by the Jim Ellis 
Automotive Group Atlanta.

Attractions include a generous 
supply of restored antique planes, 
World War II warriors and com-
memorative Air Force airplanes, 
including the vintage P-51 Mustang, 
as well as fire trucks, police vehicles, 
ambulances, and helicopters galore.

Visitors may view booths and 
exhibits in the Epps hangar and buy 
food and soft drinks from Briarlake 
Baptist Church. Food will also be 
available from two on-site restau-
rants: the Downwind restaurant in 
the administration building and the 
57th Fighter Group on Clairmont 
Road. There will be plenty of play 
activities for children as well.

Admission is free. Parking within 
the airport complex is limited and 
is $10 per vehicle regardless of the 
number of occupants. Cars must en-
ter the complex from Dresden Drive.

All containers (such as backpacks 
and coolers) are subject to search and 
may, if unattended, be removed from 
the premises. Anyone wanting to ride 
in airplanes or helicopters will be 
subject to the same security restric-
tions placed on airline passengers. 

This year marks PDK’s 56th anni-
versary as a civilian general aviation 
airport. The former Naval Air Sta-
tion, Atlanta, became a department 
of DeKalb County in 1959. For more 
information visit pdkairshow.com.

Spring Cleaning Sale and Car Cruise
May 16 • 9 am-1 pm • Elaine Clark Center at Chamblee Plaza on  
Peachtree Industrial Boulevard

Rent a booth space or shop the Spring 
Cleaning Sale organized by Elaine Clark 
Center at Chamblee Plaza on May 16. Ap-
plications are available at ElaineClarkCen-
ter.org. Donated items will be accepted 
the week of May 6-13. 

The car show will feature a 1929 Model 
A, a 1938 Plymouth and many more. 

Children will also enjoy a special chalk 
art area. 

Proceeds benefit the Frank Clark 

Memorial Scholarship Fund that enables 
children and young adults with special 
needs. 

To sign up for a volunteer shift, please 
contact Event Coordinator, Christy Mur-
ray, christymurray-ecc@hotmail.com.

For more information on the sale 
contact Christy Murray, visit ElaineClark-
Center.org or find us on Facebook. To 
register for the car show, contact Ida Beth 
at 770-457-0209.
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Our experienced staff  is ready 
to listen to your needs and find 
solutions that work for you and your 
business. Whether you are looking for 
short-term, long-term or permanent 
placement, you can depend on us to 
source quality employees that meet 
your requirements. 

Professional, skilled trades, light 
industrial, hospitality, disaster 
recovery, call center, tech and  
event staffing.

• Quick, friendly service

• Industry-leading 
technology

• Innovative solutions

• Cost savings

www.lgsstaffing.com 
sales@lgsstaffing.com 

770-234-0880

Your Partner for Success

LGS is an experienced, full service staffing, recruiting and payroll service 
provider. We offer clients strategic and flexible workforce solutions to 
boost productivity, reduce costs and improve their staffing experience. 
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Group Fitness    Personal Training
Sports Performance

3550 Broad Street
Chamblee, GA 30341

770-695-0663
El i teEdgeAt l .com

Better Training, Better Facility, 
Better Results!

redeemable for any regular priced personal 
training package, new membership, sports 
performance sessions, or Muscle Activation 
Techniques appointments 

Get Your Edge In 2015
$50  OFF

offer valid for first time customers only

Keep Chamblee Beautiful Logo Revealed
Keep Chamblee Beautiful 
(KCB) is pleased to reveal 
their new logo from con-
test winner Lizz Norman. 
KCB received 20 entries 
and their board narrowed 
the selections down to 
the top three, two of which 
were Lizz’s designs. More than 
200 people from the Chamblee 
community voted in the contest and the 
results were close! 

Lizz is a newly annexed Chamblee 
resident, living in the Wakefield Forest 
neighborhood, near Dresden and Clair-
mont. She told KCB, “I’m so happy to now 
be a resident of Chamblee and I was look-
ing for a way to help contribute to my city. 
I’m glad people liked my designs.”

Lizz received a $100 cash prize and 
a Gold Level KCB membership. Local 
graphic designer Carolyn Benton was the 

runner up; she received a Sil-
ver Level KCB membership. 

legacy Bench  
Program
The Legacy Bench program 
is progressing well. J.R. Gib-

son’s Bench has been fully 
funded by Susan Eshback, a 

resident of Keswick Village since 
1996. KCB has also received bench dona-
tions to honor Mary Goldenburg and Kay 
Packard. 

Chamblee Police employee Gudrun 
Stone recently saw the Legacy Bench pro-
gram online and thought it would a great 
way to honor her father, Dewight Stone. 
Dewight lived in the Chamblee area for 
more than 30 years .

To learn more about the program and/
or to contribute to any of the benches, 
visit keepchambleebeautiful.org.

Gramercy Park Starts a Trend

Spruce up your lawn 
to Welcome Spring
As part of Georgia Cities Week, Keep 
Chamblee Beautiful sponsored a city-
wide “Spruce Up Your Lawn” initiative. 
We hope the campaign, which began 
with Gramercy Park’s first “Spruce Up 
Your Yard” Day in 2008, will become 
a yearly tradition that all Chamblee 
neighborhoods participate in.

“Spruce Up Your Yard” began when 
Gramercy Park residents decided 
to welcome the spring equinox by 
planting, pruning and improving the 
landscape of their neighborhood. The 
name became “Spruce Up Your Lawn” 
to include planting flowerbeds, prun-
ing shrubs and trees, and adding pine 
straw and mulch. 
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Dresden Park Revitalization Project
love the Park? Want to Keep it Healthy and Clean? Join our team!
By Maria Hollbrook

D
resden Park is a 24-acre hidden jewel that has the potential to 
bring a great sense of pride to our community. It is a place where 
you can walk your dog, play with your kids, have a picnic, watch a 
game of soccer, or explore the landscape. The potential is vast, 

but this place needs your help to grow and be more than just another site 
you pass on the way to work or school. 

When I was younger, Dresden Park was 
filled every day with families playing and 
spending time together. The park was 
wonderful and safe, and my childhood 
was the better for it. I’m sure many of you 
who have lived in this area for many years 
share fond memories of this park too. 

Dresden was also the place where 
many of us learned how to play sports. 
As someone who played softball at 
Dresden, I was pleased to receive a mes-
sage on the Dresden Facebook page the 
other day from a man whose childhood 
experience at Dresden became an im-
portant part of his life. He told me that 
the reason he was able to go to UGA 
was because he started playing baseball 
at the park. Consequently, he devel-
oped the tools he needed to play ball in 
college on a scholarship. What a great 
recommendation!

No matter what changes the community 
undergoes, Dresden will still be a park for 
everyone to come to and enjoy, a place 
that will lure you with its beauty and fill 
you up with happiness even when you just 
need a quiet place to sit and think.

Currently the park, while in the 

boundaries of the city of Chamblee, re-
mains under the jurisdiction of DeKalb 
County. Chamblee is in negotiations 
with the county for the transfer of the 
park but it is mired in red tape. County 
Commissioner Nancy Jester recently 
called on Interim CEO Lee May and 
county administration officials to not 
waste county taxpayer dollars on need-
less litigation with Chamblee and to 
“implement the sale of Dresden Park to 
the City of Chamblee” swiftly. 

Meanwhile, the “Friends of Dresden 
Park” organization needs your help to 
revitalize this park. Volunteers are needed 
to help clean it up. Also we are asking for 
input and thoughts on the next phase of 
the park’s life. The organization will be set 
up as a nonprofit. All grants and funds will 
go directly into fixing up the park. We are 
asking people to join the team – no skills 
needed, just a love of the outdoors. We 
will meet once a month to discuss future 
projects and set up clean-up days. Contact 
dresdenparkproject@gmail.com (Maria 
Holbrook). Please like us on our Face-
book page – Dresden Park Revitalization 
Project.
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vintagepizzeria.com
678-646-0400

5434 Peachtree Rd.
Suite 101

Chamblee, GA 30341

Come by and try our New Jersey 
Style, hand-tossed pizzas and 
delicious Italian dishes, all made 
with the freshest ingredients. 
Complement each dish with our 
full bar and extensive beer and 
wine list.

COME BY AND TRY
our New Jersey style hand-tossed 
pizzas and delicious Italian dishes, 
all made with the freshest ingredients. 
Complement each dish with our full 
bar and extensive beer and wine list.
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vintagepizzeria.com
678-646-0400

5434 Peachtree Rd.
Suite 101

Chamblee, GA 30341

Come by and try our New Jersey 
Style, hand-tossed pizzas and 
delicious Italian dishes, all made 
with the freshest ingredients. 
Complement each dish with our 
full bar and extensive beer and 
wine list.

Chamber news from the President:

An Update on Spring Activities
upcoming Event: May 12
Business After Hours at  
Simple Finds Interiors & Antiques
Join in the fun as we stroll through this 
fascinating wonderland of 100-plus 
booths filled with jewels, furniture, col-
lectables, clothing and one-of-a-kind 
treasures. Refreshments provided and 
multiple door prizes to win. Look for the 
emailed invitations for details. 

March
More than 50 folks attended our Business 
after Hours event at Tint World, which 
was hosted by Dee, Nash and Madhu 
Patel. What a beautiful showroom and 
garage! Thank you for a great event and 
your warm hospitality.

Also in March, the Chamblee Charter 
High School hosted our breakfast event. 

Many of us had to pause and 
reflect on the last time we con-
sumed a meal in a school caf-
eteria. DeKalb County Schools 
System Superintendent Michael 
Thurmond spoke in the audi-
torium about the past, present 
and future status of our DeKalb County 
schools. Dr. Lowery, principal, recognized 
two students for their exemplary gestures 
of honesty and unselfishness. 

April
The Heights at Brookleigh hosted our 
Business After Hours get-together. Lo-
cated at Johnson Ferry and Blair Circle, 
this luxurious living facility and clubhouse 
offered the perfect location to welcome 
spring, our new members, and guests. 
Thanks, Tawny. 

Our April breakfast speaker, 
Audra Wallace, provided an 
excellent overview of the many 
social media options available. 
You can still sign up for her 
Business Marketing classes, 
offered at the Chamber. Go to 

ChambleeChamber.org/Events or call the 
Chamber at 678-336-9314.

Cars, Cigars and Heels, an April 
fundraiser for the Chamber, was a fun 
night enjoyed by all. Great cars, awesome 
cigars, refreshments and stories kept 
everyone in high spirits. 

During the Rail Trail Clean-up, the 
Chamber, Keep Chamblee Beautiful, and 
the City of Chamblee united to devote 
much-needed attention to the Rail Trail.

Lou Alvarado, Jr. 
Chamber President
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Fabulous and unique 
clothing, handbags, scarves, 
jewelry, gifts and more!

Open seven days a week

3400 Malone Dr. Suite 2
Chamblee • 30341
770-569-0534

Board Activities 
Our second quarter board meeting was 
March 31. Fourteen board members, two 
staff members and 137 chamber mem-
bers attended. I updated the board on 
the Chamber’s activity and growth. Van 
Pappas is monitoring our financials. Ronni 
French, our events chair, is filling our cal-
endar with exceptional speakers and event 
venues. Barbara Barber, executive direc-
tor, is overseeing the daily operations and 
membership duties for the Chamber. 

Get in the Game 
Please don’t merely sit on the sidelines and 
expect your membership to pay dividends. 
Our Chamblee Chamber needs your help! 
Ask an executive or board member what 
you can do to step up and engage. We are 
all responsible for growing our Chamber 
membership. 

national Pancake Day Benefits Children’s  
Miracle network

On March 4, National Pancake Day, all Atlanta-area IHOP locations celebrated by 
offering free short stacks to customers supporting Children’s Miracle Network. Lo-
cal Georgia beauty queens attended the daylong philanthropy event. Reigning Miss 
Georgia Maggie Bridges stopped by the IHOP in Chamblee, 5516 Peachtree Indus-
trial Blvd., where she served breakfast and spoke with Children’s Miracle Network 
champion Sutton Burnett. Police officer Chris Poythress stopped by the restaurant 
to represent Chamblee.  IHOP has donated more than $10 million to charities in the 
communities in which it operates. 
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Spotlight

Green City

An in-depth view of  
sustainability in Chamblee

18 | CHAMBLEEGA.GOV 

Electronic Car Charging Stations
The city currently has three electric car charging stations, donated by the 
Capitol City Nissan dealership:

• Southbound Restaurant parking lot
• Peachtree-DeKalb Airport (two stations)

Household recycling 
Chamblee’s citywide recycling program reduces the cost of the city’s landfill 
bill each year, conserves landfill space, and promotes the reuse of certain ma-
terials, which saves energy. In 2014, the Public Works department collected 
418 tons of recyclable materials. 

The Chamblee Sanitation Division provides curbside, single-stream recy-
cling which means residents do not have to sort their discarded materials. 
Residents can place all acceptable recyclable materials in a single container 
for pickup. Acceptable recycling materials are determined by the recycling 
carrier. Residents may request service activation by calling Public Works, 
770-986-5129, or by filling out a Recycle Cart Request Form. 

In April, Public Works began picking up trash and recy-
cling once a week to improve efficiency. Chamblee residents 
previously received 18-gallon recycle bins from the depart-
ment. To support residents who recycle more, the city now 
has 35- and 65-gallon carts available for recycling. Residents 
can now request either option online at chambleega.gov. See 
page 4 for more information.

Monthly Compost and Electronics recycling
Public Works Facility, 3210 Cumberland Dr.

On the third Saturday of each month, 8 a.m.-noon, the 
Chamblee Public Works Department hosts Compost and 
Electronics Recycle Day. Free compost is available if you 
bring your truck and load it yourself. If you are a Chamblee 
resident and want the compost delivered, the charge is $50.

As part of our continuing effort to reduce landfill use 
and promote responsible re-use of electronic waste, Public 
Works accepts items for electronics recycling. Find a com-
plete list of acceptable items at chambleega.gov.

Flat panel TVs ONLY. If you wish to dispose of a TV that 
is not a flat panel, there is a charge for this service. 

No Lightbulbs. Public Works no longer recycles light 
bulbs. If you have fluorescent bulbs or regular light bulbs, 
please take them to Lowe’s in Chamblee where there is a 
drop-off box in the customer service area.

For more details call 770-986-5040.

Sustainable Development
The Jim Ellis Audi dealership was built using green standards with LEED 
specifications as a guideline. The Ed Voyles Kia dealership is seeking LEED 
certification. The proposed Olmsted Development will seek Green Globes 
certification as well. 

When you think of a 
“green city” you may not 
think of Chamblee right 
away – but that’s about 
to change. Here’s what 

our city has been doing to 
promote green practices 

and reduce the city’s 
environmental footprint.

Acceptable Household recycling: 
Paper, Glass, Metal and Plastic

Newspapers 

Junk mail

Shopping catalogs

Home office paper

Corrugated packaging

Magazines

Boxboard

Aluminum beverage cans

Steel food cans

PET (polyethylene 
terephthalate) plastic 
drink bottles

HDPE (high-density 
polyethylene) plastic food 
containers

Brown, green and clear 
glass

not Acceptable: 
Do NOT place these items in your bins.

Ceramic material

Aluminum pie plates

Auto parts  

Toys

Hazardous chemicals

Aerosol cans

Batteries 

Window glass

Wax-corrugated material

Aluminum foil
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Dryads Dancing on Peachtree Road will soon install a green 
parking lot. Keswick Village is installing a pervious drive for its 
townhome development. Both of these projects will allow water 
to percolate through to reduce run off. 

Since 2009, every building permit application for construction 
of a commercial building, industrial building, office building, 
multiple residence or senior citizen multiple residence that is 
20,000 square feet of floor area or more, is required to include a 
completed LEED checklist or Green Globes certification.

Keep Chamblee Beautiful
This year Keep Chamblee Beautiful hosted the Rail Trail Cleanup 
with the Chamber of Commerce and the “Bring one for the Chip-
per” Christmas Tree Recycling Program. Since its establishment 
in 1991, the organization has spearheaded countless litter collec-
tions, tree and flower plantings, park bench installations, Christ-
mas tree recycling programs, and stream cleanups. Learn more at 
keepchambleebeautiful.org.

More Ways Chamblee’s Going Green
• Starting in July the Signal will be printed on paper certified by 

the Sustainable Forestry Intiative.
• The City Council uses iPads to view city agenda to cut down on 

paper usage.
• The Civic Center has an energy efficient A/C system that was 

recommended after an energy audit.

November’s Art Party

The Ed Voyles Kia Dealership is seeking LEED certification.

Electronic car charging station 
at Peachtree-DeKalb Airport

Cardboard Castles 
Good Clean, Green Fun for Summer
By Gina Gallois, Huntley Hills Neighborhood

W
ith all the prefab contraptions for kids on the 
market, you can easily forget that with a little 
creativity and a few repurposed household items, 
we can make or build just about anything our kids 

could want for free (or almost). 
Last summer, my 18-month-old son Ulysse and I were play-

ing on the deck when I noticed the stack of cardboard boxes in 
the corner. I had been collecting these boxes for a fun, creative 
project and as I sipped my iced tea, an idea hit me. 

With a bit of packing tape and a pair of scissors, I fash-
ioned a large tunnel with a smaller side tunnel. A leftover 

scrap became a lopsided 
chimney, into which Ulysse 
instinctively knew that sticks 
and Little People should 
be deposited. He energeti-
cally explored his burgeoning 
kingdom before I could finish 
taping the boxes together.

When we replaced our 
kitchen sink, the sturdy box 
it came in was transformed 
into a fantastic entryway. The 
tunnel gradually grew longer 
as we scouted for more boxes. 
A friend generously donated 
her new dryer’s box, which 

became the castle’s great hall where ice cream cones and 
popsicles would henceforth be eaten.  

With Ulysse frolicking around me, I very cautiously cut out 
a door, which he ran through in a frenzy of excitement. The 
top flaps became the roof. Then I cut out a window complete 
with shutters and curtains made from old cloth napkins. We 
attached the large tunnel and added a drive-through window 
with a flap that opened – perfect for peek-a-boo!

Empty tape rolls provided excellent peep holes and toy 
passageways in the walls. The box from our table saw made 
a perfect hallway, which led into the toilet box antecham-
ber. We decorated the walls with animal and flower-shaped 
cutouts, cut stars into the cathedral ceiling, and installed a 
swinging door between the two boxes. Every available sur-
face was adorned with toddler crayon graffiti. 

Ulysse and his friends had a wonderful, imaginative time 
in their cardboard castle all summer and well into fall. When 
the rain and wind began to take their toll on the structure, 
we recycled most of our creation. The roof was sagging. The 
long tunnel was collapsing and the cardboard was curling 
and weakening from exposure to the elements. 

These works of fun are ephemeral, but since I recently res-
cued a bunch of moving boxes from a neighbor, we will soon 
begin again. I am excited to see what this year will bring: a 
school bus? a choo-choo train? a firetruck? My little assistant 
will probably have his own ideas this year and I can’t wait to 
get started.

Ulysse Gallois explores his 
homemade castle.
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Southbound station
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Events
Students Gear Up For Chamblee Fun Mud Run

$10  ANY OIL 
 CHANGE

OFF

With coupon. Full service select new motor oils & oil filter. 
           No other discount apply. Expires: 5-30-15 

We BEAT Any Deal on Tires +   
FREE

ALIGNMENT

For faster service please call ahead or online appointment

+ FREE Lifetime Rotation & Flat Repair...
    Goodyear 1 Year 0% interest
    Fleet National Account 
    Road Hazard Protection
    Nationwide Warranty...
   

Plu
s

      Lowest
        Price
Guaranteed

2429 Chamblee tucker Rd. 

chamblee .COM
FREE ALIGNMENT with purchase 4 tires @            404 602 0002

FREE Shuttle

A
t Chamblee Middle School’s pep rally in 
March, students geared up for the inau-
gural Fun Mud Run, Saturday, May 2. The 
band played while spring sports teams 

were announced for baseball, track and soccer. 
The Fun Mud Run festivities were announced and 
students and DeKalb Fire personnel did pushups 
into “mud” to prepare for the run.  

Presented by Ed Voyles Family of Automotive 
Dealerships, the 5K fun run will start at 8 a.m. 
and will begin and end at Chamblee Middle School with the course winding 
through the Keswick and Sexton Woods neighborhoods. Participants will com-
plete five different obstacles throughout various locations in Keswick Park that 
will involve simple challenges in the mud. All proceeds will benefit the Cham-
blee Middle School Education Foundation.

 The cost is $25 plus processing fees. The event is open to the community and 
is appropriate for children ages 8 and up, as well as older kids, teens and adults 
of all abilities. There will be a 3K (1.85 mile) Muddy Buddy race immediately 
following the Chamblee Fun Mudder, in which participants can still complete 
the mud obstacles but will run a shorter course. 

Find out more and register at chambleefunmudder.com.
Pep Rally at Chamblee Middle School
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Events

The band is led by vocalist/guitarist  
J. Todd Plant, who fronted a band featur-
ing Doobie Brothers alumni Chet Mc-
Cracken, the late Cornelius Bumpus and 
the late Dave Shogren that performed 
Doobie hits all across America. Bassist/
vocalist Allen Carman has also played 
with former members of the Doobie 
Brothers.

July 4: rupert’s orchestra
This summer marks the third time Cham-
blee has featured Rupert’s Orchestra –
we just can’t get enough of their party 
atmosphere!

Rupert’s Orchestra became nationally 
known through their packed-house per-
formances at Rupert’s Nightclub in Atlan-
ta. The band comprises a driving rhythm 
section, fiery horns, Latin percussion, and 
four of the hottest vocalists around. 

Rupert’s Orchestra performs current 
Top 40 hits, Motown, R&B, classic rock 

and big band swing. Their show is flashy 
and highly interactive. Party-goers of all 
ages get caught up in the fun. 

July 24: Drivin’ n Cryin’
With a gold album in 1991 and hit songs 
such as “Honeysuckle Blue” and “Straight 
To Hell,” Drivin’ N Cryin’s show is sure to 
be a night to remember!

Aug. 28: ricochet
In 1996 the members of country super 
group Ricochet watched their debut single, 
“What Do I Know,” rise to the top five, 

earning them the highest charting debut 
single of the year. The follow-up single, 
“Daddy’s Money,” was another hit. The 
band’s distinctive musical style and intri-
cate harmonies earned them recognition 
as one of the most popular vocal groups 
in country music, a mantle they still wear 
today. Now, more than 15 years later, “The 
Hardest Working Band In Country Music” 
is still going strong.

Thank you to our sponsors Jim Ellis, 
EPPS Aviation, and Two Men and A Truck. 
Vist chambleega.gov to learn more about 
the series and the bands.

Summer Concert Series
continued from page 1

Dynamo Swim School
offers year-round 
swimming lessons 

in the City of Chamblee

Dynamo Swim Club
3119 Shallowford Rd. • Chamblee, GA 30341

770-457-7946
Classes are ongoing – register online at

dynamoswimschool.com
DynaBabies (6-36 mos) • Preschool (3-5 yrs)

Grade School (6-14 yrs) • Adult (15 yrs and up)

Indoor Heated Pool • Year-Round Lessons
Open lap swim • Water Fitness Classes

$15 OFF

Bring in this ad for $15 off one session 
of swimming lessons.

This offer may not be combined with any 
other offer or coupon. Expires 05.01.15
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Us Postage Paid

Permit #552

atlanta, ga

Live Music and 
Entertainment

Full Bar

Daily Specials

Takeout 
Available

2000 Airport Rd. #201 
Atlanta

770.452.0973

Monday-Friday  
11 am -10 pm

Saturday  
Noon-10 pm 

Sunday (closed)

www.DownwindRestaurant.com

TH
E D

OW

NWIND RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

D
EK

ALB-PEACHTREE AIRPO
RT
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