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C
hamblee is buzzing with activity this 
summer.

One of the city’s biggest events, the 
Fourth of July Celebration and Fireworks 
again will feature a live band performance and 
spectacular fireworks show.

Enjoy entertainment by the Mike Veal 
Band followed by the big draw: the fireworks. 
The celebration takes place from 5 p.m. to 
10 p.m. at Keswick Park.

A bike parade from Chamblee Middle 
School kicks off the activities. Kids may 
decorate their bikes with patriotic themes and 
meet at Chamblee Middle to parade behind a 
Chamblee police officer to Keswick Park. At 
the park, participants will have a chance to 
win prizes. 

This year’s event also includes a Corn Hole 
Tournament competition for adults. Be sure 

to register your team in advance as space 
is limited. The top-finishing team will take 
home prizes. 

Bring your blankets and lawn chairs and 
enjoy food from vendors such as The Mad 
Italian, Frosty Caboose and Chamblee Parks 
and Recreation. For more information on 
the event or to register for the Corn Hole 
Tournament, visit www.chambleega.com.

Fourth Friday Concert Series
Crowds have flocked to the city for two 
successful events as part of Chamblee’s 
inaugural Fourth Friday Concert Series, and 
the series will end on a high note with the 
final concert set for August 23.

The series offering an evening of good 
music in downtown Chamblee winds down 
with Kinchafoonee Cowboys performing 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Previous performances included The Tams 
on May 24 and The Rupert’s Orchestra on 
June 28.

Chamblee resident Julie Coppedge 
enjoyed the May concert with family mem-
bers. “I love it,” Coppedge says of the series. 
“We’ve been very excited about it.”

Jim Ellis Automotive Group presents the 
family-focused series. Bring your lawn chairs 
or blankets or reserve a VIP table. For more 
information, see page six of this issue of 
The Signal. 
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City of Chamblee
5468 Peachtree Road
Chamblee, GA 30341

(770) 986-5010
Fax: (770) 986-5014

www.chambleega.com

Mayor — R. Eric Clarkson

District 1 — Mark Wedge

District 2 — Leslie C. Robson

District 3 — Thomas S. Hogan II

District 4, At-Large — Dan Zanger

District 5, At-Large — Scott M. Taylor

City Clerk — Emmie Niethammer

Chief of Police — Marc Johnson

Finance Director — Travis Sims

Parks & Recreation — Joel Holmes

Public Works — Tillman Hannon

City Hall
(770) 986-5010

Public Works/Animal Control
(770) 986-5019

Development
(770) 986-5010

Parks & Recreation
(770) 986-5016

Police Department
(770) 986-5005

Municipal Court
(770) 986-5004

Code Enforcement
(770) 986-5005

 code_enforcement@chambleepd.com

Police Emergency — 911

The Signal is the official publication of  
the City of Chamblee and serves to 

provide timely information on events, 
activities and news related to Chamblee. 
Press releases, announcements and other 

materials submitted for potential  
publication are subject to editing. 

Go Paperless 

T
he Signal is going paperless! In an effort to cut costs on 
both the city and taxpayers, the City of Chamblee will make 
The Signal newsletter and calendar available online only 

for viewing and downloading. If you’d still prefer a hard copy, 
please send an email to ENiethammer@chambleega.com or 
call 770-986-5010; option 0. 
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C
hamblee City Council members approved 

the budget for fiscal year 2013 in December 

during their final meeting for 2012. 

For fiscal year 2013, the city projects total 

revenue for all city funds of $14,440,441 with 

total expenditures for all funds of $14,336,866. 

The General Fund revenue is projected 

at $10,037,488 versus expenses of 

$10,373,609. The $336,121 deficit 

is to be offset from the 

Unassigned General Fund 

Balance that is expected 

to exceed four million 

dollars at the end of  

the year.

For budgetary purposes, 

the property tax revenues 

A
s of January 1, the Chamblee Police 

Department has a new second in com-

mand. At its December 18, 2012 meeting, 

the Chamblee City Council approved a 

request by Chief of Police R. Marc Johnson 

to reclassify a position to assistant chief. This 

move allowed him to promote Capt. Donny 

Williams to fill the position.

Previously the uniform division com-

mander, Williams began with the depart-

ment 21 years ago as a patrol officer. His 

primary responsibility will continue to 

involve commanding the uniform division, 

which includes four patrol teams as well 

as Community Oriented Policing Services 

(COPS), Traffic and K-9 Units. In addition,  

he will serve as the designated second in 

command and share some responsibility for 

other personnel within the department.

Williams’ law enforcement career began in 

Chamblee Names 

Assistant Police Chief

were estimated at the same level as tax 

revenues actually received during 2012. The 

property tax digest will be evaluated in May 

prior to officially setting the tax rate for 2013.

The 2013 budget includes a Cost of Living 

Adjustment of one percent and up to an addi-

tional two percent for merit increases. These 

changes result in a $147,750 increase in salaries 

and a $28,184 increase in Social Security, 

Medicare and retirement contributions.

Health insurance costs for 2013 will 

increase by 18 percent. The budget 

also includes an increase in retire-

ment contributions by .9 percent 

(11.65 percent to 12.56 percent).

For more info, please go to  

www.chambleega.com. 

1989 with the Atlanta Police department where 

he served two years as a patrol officer. He is a 

graduate of the University of Georgia with a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Criminal Justice.

The Flowery Branch resident and his wife, 

Sue, a former Chamblee detective, have a 

five-year-old daughter, Ava.

Capt. Donny Williams

T
en participants completed this year’s 
Chamblee 101, with the Chamblee 
City Council recognizing the 2013 

class during its June meeting.
Chamblee Mayor R. Eric Clarkson 

presented the group with certificates of 
completion on June 18.

Participants spent six weeks learning 
about local government and how the 
city operates during the Wednesday 

evening sessions 
that included 
discussions and 
interactive activi-
ties on topics such 
as Chamblee’s 
history, form of 
government, city 
services, finance 
and development.

They heard 
presentations on 
forms of govern-
ment and admin-
istration, Police, 
911 and Court, and 

C
hamblee’s new Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) is off 
to a good start. The DDA met twice 

in June, including to discuss a mission 
statement and statement of purpose.

The seven-member DDA works to 
improve and redevelop a given area 
of Chamblee.

Chamblee’s DDA board members 

include Ronni French; Mario Gonzales; 
Paige Perkins, Chamblee DDA 
secretary/treasurer; John Boggs;  
David Carter; Van Pappas, Chamblee 
Business Association president; and 
City Councilwoman Leslie Robson.

The group meets the fourth  
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. at 
Chamblee City Hall.

Chamblee Downtown Development 
Authority Gets Underway

City Council Recognizes Chamblee 101 Class 
for 2013

Continued on 
page 8

Chamblee Mayor R. Eric Clarkson (far left) and Council members 
recognized 2013 Chamblee 101 participants during the June City 
Council meeting. On hand were (l to r): Mark Chance, Holly Baldwin, 
Ronni French (back row), Brenda Bradley, Paulette Fried, Brian 
Mock, Judith Scholz and Belinda Wedgwood.  
Not pictured: Bonita “Bo” Cason-Atlow and Robert Edwards
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S ignal spotlight
Nonprofit Spotlight: Good Shepherd Services Atlanta

I
n the beginning, Sister Christine 
Truong just wanted a way to help 
Vietnamese refugees, many of whom 

couldn’t speak English and faced the 
difficult decision of having to leave their 
children at home alone while they went 
off to make a living.

Today, the organization she founded 
in the early 1990s in an apartment 
complex in Chamblee offers a gamut 
of services for every age group, includ-
ing professional counseling, defensive 
driving services, children’s programs 
and more. While Truong says she wasn’t 
really clear on where things would lead 
when she first started out, she found 
it all come together after moving to 
Chamblee and opening the Good 
Shepherd outreach center in the city 
in 1993.

“Some friends asked me ‘Why 
did you start all this?’ I say, ‘No, I 
didn’t really plan, but somehow I do 
believe that the Lord really is doing 
something,’ ” says Truong, the organiza-
tion’s executive director.

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
Good Shepherd Services Atlanta 

assists between 8,000 to 10,000 people 
each year, Truong says, between its 
Chamblee, Lake City and now-closed 
Norcross office, which shut down earlier 
this year because of lack of funding.

Good Shepherd depends on chari-
table donations, some service fees and 
private giving. At times, the organiza-
tion received federal and state funding, 
but that support dropped off with the 
economic downturn, says Truong.

“I do believe that God is the big 
banker,” she says. 
“If the work is His, 
He will provide.” 
With 10 staff 
members — seven 
full- and three 
part-time employ-
ees, including a 
coordinator and 
case workers — the 
organization 
also provides 
DUI evaluation 
and treatment, 
domestic violence 
intervention 
and prevention, 
parenting classes 
and senior and 

immigration services, including for indi-
viduals facing cultural barriers. Children 
come from Cobb, Gwinnett and DeKalb 
counties for counseling, while seven to 
16 year olds participate in after-school 
and summer programs. During the 

Sister Christine Truong (left) talks with Thao Nguyen, a Good 
Shepherd case worker.

Children enjoy the outdoors during the 
summer program for Good Shepherd 
Services Atlanta. The program offers 
activities in June and July to seven to  
16 year olds.

Continued on page 6
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Chamblee Charter High School 
Names Top Students

C
hamblee Charter High School marked the end of the 2013 
school year with a number of academic milestones — to 
include the school’s naming of valedictorians and salutato-

rians. Here, a closer look at the school’s top achievers:
Monica Agrawal is the 

2013 magnet valedictorian for 
Chamblee Charter High School. 
She has plans to attend Stanford 
University to major in mechani-
cal engineering.

A National Merit Scholar 
and Chamblee and DeKalb 
County System STAR student, 
Agrawal was one of five students 
in Georgia to qualify for the 
USA Math Olympiad. She’s also 
the Georgia Math League state champion and a MathFax 
Advanced Math national champion.

The daughter of Pradeep and Kanchan Agrawal, Agrawal 
is a member of the German Club, National Honor Society and 
the Science National Honor Society, among other groups.

Chamblee High School’s 2013 
magnet salutatorian Andrew Tsao 
is set to attend Georgia Institute of 
Technology to pursue a double major 
in engineering and music.

An Eagle Scout with Troop 268, 
Tsao is a gifted pianist, who, in 2011, 
took home second-place honors 
at the Georgia Music Teachers 
Association (GMTA). The National 
Merit finalist, who was a member 

of the school’s math teams, also is a Chamblee and DeKalb 
County System STAR student.

His parents are Ling May Chiu and Guan Sheng Tsao.
Christa Kelly, Chamblee High’s 

2013 resident valedictorian, will start 
in the fall at the Honors College at 
Western Carolina University. With 
plans to major in forensic anthro-
pology, Kelly is a member of the 
National Honor Society. She’s served 
in marching band and participated 
in Science Olympiad. In the 2013 
regional competition, Kelly earned 
second place in water quality and first 

Community Notes

Chamblee Gives City on the 
Right Track Awards

I
n May, the Chamblee City Council recognized recipients of 
its City on the Right Track Award. Mayor R. Eric Clarkson 
and Councilman Scott Taylor presented to former Chamblee 

City Clerk Rebecca “Becky” Craven and the Huntley Hills 
Yahoo Group, facilitated by Leslie Freymann.

The mayor and council select award honorees — individuals 
or organizations doing great things to help the city move 
forward in a positive way. 

Taylor introduced the idea for the City on the Right Track 
awards. Awardees receive a letter from the mayor, a certificate 
and a City of Chamblee challenge coin.

Monica Agrawal

Andrew Tsao

place in rocks and minerals. The daughter of Mark and Lisa 
Kelly, Kelly also finished in third place in rocks and minerals 
at the state Science Olympiad.

A native of Chamblee, Kevin 
Reagan is Chamblee High’s 2013 
resident salutatorian.

Starting in the fall, Reagan will 
attend the University of Miami to 
major in marine biology.

The middle child of Michael and 
Chamblee alumna Lisa Reagan, 
Reagan was part of the drumline his 
freshman and sophomore years. He 
was the Chamblee Bulldog mascot 
his junior and senior years and 

played on the golf team for three years. He earned the junior 
IMPACT English Department Award, the junior Photography 
Department Award and the Book Award from the University 
of Pennsylvania.

Christa Kelly

Kevin Reagan

Chamblee Mayor R. Eric Clarkson (far left) and Chamblee City Council 
Member Scott Taylor flank Leslie Freymann (left) and Becky Craven.
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Around Chamblee

Parks and Recreation
Fourth Friday Concert Series
Sponsored by Jim Ellis

July — no downtown concert due to 
Chamblee Fourth of July Celebration at 
Keswick Park
August 23 — Kinchafoonee Cowboys  
7 p.m. to 10 p.m., downtown Chamblee
Enjoy the final concert of the Fourth 
Friday Concert Series presented by Jim 
Ellis Automotive Group. It’s a relaxing 
event for the whole family. Bring out 
your blankets and lawn chairs or reserve 
a VIP Table to enjoy an evening of good 
music in Chamblee’s downtown. With a 
$150 VIP table, you will receive up-front 
seating for up to eight people. Park at 
Chamblee Plaza and ride the old time 
trolley into downtown. Trolley service 
is complimentary and runs from 6 p.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. Enjoy food and beverages 
for purchase on-site including cheese 
steaks from The Mad Italian; hot dogs, 
chicken sandwiches, drinks and snacks 

from Chamblee Parks and Recreation; 
and beer and wine from the Chamblee 
Business Association. You also may 
choose to dine in or pick up food from 
one of the downtown establishments 
such as the Chamblee Bistro, Vintage 
Pizzeria and Frosty Caboose, to name 
a few. 

For more information or to 
reserve your VIP table, visit 
www.chambleega.com or contact Loren 
Roberts at lroberts@chambleega.com or 
770-986-5016.

M&M Soccer Camp
July 15 to 19, Keswick Park Soccer Field
Cost: $90 Chamblee resident;  
$100 Non-resident
M&M offers a summer soccer camp 
the week of July 15 to 19 from 8 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at the Keswick Park Soccer 
Field. The camp is for children ages 
four to 12 years old. The M&M Camp 
experience is one that provides fun 
while helping youth develop the basic 
and advanced skills needed to excel on 
the field. Whether your son or daughter 
is a striker, a keeper or any player in 
between, Coach Mey will take their 
game to a whole new level. For questions 
about what will be covered during the 
camp, contact Mike Mey at 404-403-2274 
or ameyzingsouthpaw@gmail.com. To 
register, go to www.chambleega.com.

Fourth of July Celebration 
Thursday, July 4, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., 
Keswick Park Soccer Field
Schedule
5 p.m. — Bike parade from Chamblee 
Middle School
5 p.m. — Train rides begin, concessions 
open and sponsor activity booths open
5:30 p.m. — Corn Hole 
Tournament begins

6 p.m. — Mike Veal Band performance 
9:15 p.m. roughly (dark) — Fireworks 
Show

Youth Speed, Agility & 
Quickness Program (S.A.Q.)
Class Schedule 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
July 9 to August 1, 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Keswick Park (meet at the Community 
Building area) 
For youth ages seven to 12
Cost: Per Week — $20 Resident; $29 
Non-resident. Per Month —  
$70 Resident; $79 Non-resident
The Speed Agility Quickness (SAQ) 
Program is a program that focuses 
on speed, agility and power training 
for young athletes. It is a must for 
any athlete who wants to develop 
speed, agility and coordination; the 
foundational athletic skills that help 
get a jump start on the competition 
and build self-confidence. Youth will 
enjoy 60 minutes of fun hand-and-eye 
coordination games, balance games, 
reaction exercises, motor skill devel-
opment and conditioning drills. For 

Parks and Recreation

Continued on page 6
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Around Chamblee

additional information and to register, 
go to www.chambleega.com, e-mail 
lroberts@chambleega.com or call 
770-986-5016.

Youth Sports
Registration 
will be open by 
mid-July
Volunteer 
coaches 
receive one 

free regis-
tration for 
the season. 
If you’re 
interested in 
serving as 

a volunteer coach, contact Parks and 
Recreation.

Youth Baseball
Cost: $60 Resident; $90 Non-resident
Uniforms are included in fees.
For children ages three to eight years old 
For more information, call 770-986-5016, 
e-mail jholmes@chambleega.com or 
visit www.chambleega.com.

Youth Soccer

Age Resident 
Fee

Non-
resident 

Fee
Under 6 (U6) $60 $90 
Under 8 (U8) $65 $95 
Under 10 (U10) $70 $100 
U12-U19 $85 $115 

For children ages four to 15 
Uniforms are included in 
fees. More info: 770-986-5016; 
jholmes@chambleega.com; 
www.chambleega.com

Parks and Recreation, 
continued from page 5

More info:
Good Shepherd Services Atlanta
2426 Shallowford Terrace
Chamblee, GA 30341
www.shepherdatlanta.org
770-455-9379

Nonprofit Spotlight, continued from page 3

summer program, 
they learn English 
and take part in 
reading and art 
classes and gar-
dening. Students 
go on field trips 
to locations 
such as area fire 
stations, the World 
of Coca-Cola 
and Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta 
International 
Airport. Good 
Shepherd picks 
up the youth and 
brings them to the 
center then takes 
them back home.

“Assistance is available to all, regard-
less of religion, gender, ethnicity and 
social background,” says Truong.

A Catholic nun with the Order of 
Good Shepherd Sisters, Truong came 
to Atlanta in 1991 after working in 
Hong Kong. Born in South Vietnam, she 
speaks Chinese and Vietnamese, which 
proves helpful to her communication 
with those her organization serves. She 
says many of those who benefit from 
the facility stem from the Chamblee 

Good Shepherd offers seniors it serves free lunch and sessions 
featuring speakers. Groups have heard from nutritionists on proper 
eating as well as officers with the Chamblee Police Department.

Chamblee Business Association 

T
he July meeting of the Chamblee 
Business Association is set for 
Thursday, July 18. CBA welcomes 

the public to its monthly meetings and 
networking events.

CBA meetings take place on the 
third Thursday of each month at the 
Chamblee Civic Center at 3540 Broad 
Street. Doors open at 7:30 a.m. with the 
program beginning at 8 a.m. Costs are 
$10 for returning guests, $5 for members 

and free for first-time guests. Meetings 
include a continental breakfast.

On July 9, join CBA for its 
monthly Business Networking Event 
(held the second Tuesday of each 
month). The event will take place 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Vino 
Venue at 4478 Chamblee Dunwoody 
Road in Dunwoody. It’s open to 
CBA members and non-members. 
www.chambleebusinessassociation.com

area, and, as such, “the work here will 
continue. The people continue to come 
here because they said this is where 
they feel most welcome and get the 
most help.”
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City of Chamblee
5468 Peachtree Road
Chamblee, GA 30341

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

D
on’t throw away those coffee grounds! They contain a valuable 
source of nitrogen, phosphorus, magnesium, potassium and 
copper. You can mix them in the compost bin, mix them in 

with the soil or sprinkle on top of the soil and leave them alone. If 
you put coffee grounds in the soil, make sure they are not next to 
your plants or they may burn them. Coffee grounds may also help 
to get rid of slugs.

Why waste the leftover coffee in the pot 
that you know you won’t drink? It can be 
reused as well. Use it to make iced drinks, 
desserts, marinades and ice cubes. Did you 
know that coffee also may be used to stain 
wood? This is a great alternative rather 
than using a chemical-based stain.

News from Public Works

Holiday Sanitation Schedule
Independence Day — Offices will be closed 
Thursday, July 4. 

Week of July 1: Monday and Thursday pickups will 
take place on Monday and Wednesday. Tuesday and 
Friday pickups will remain the same.

Recyclable materials will be collected on your last 
pickup day of the week.

Take a look at the City of 
Chamblee’s new website, 
www.chambleega.com!

from the departments of Public Works, 
Parks and Recreation and Finance. 
Participants also had an opportunity to 
tour facilities such as City Hall and the 
Police Department.

Chamblee 101, continued from page 2

Chamblee City Clerk Emmie Niethammer 
(left) presents to Chamblee 101 participant 
Ronni French.

Chamblee City Clerk Emmie Niethammer 
presents to Chamblee 101 participant 
Judith Scholz.
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